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fall out of9nP7rfor our ſnmmes +het becauſe the 

particulgrities of that. puniſument are not /o 

wel and Eorainh knowne af were meetegnens 

minds aye fovarious, and fame increaſethby 

goinggaymte fey i the Proxerbe, beſides that 
fe things, likewiſe there is a trueth 


cue 1B i kew 
fit tobevndet#Foad, & dlfobecauſe the genes 
rdlitie of i3en,citherſee them not, becauſe they 
are blind,orels bee amazed at thi for a while, 
becaaje the) baut no farther inſight, or tlſe 
make nofgood uſe of them, betauſe they are of 
careleſſe bearts.l haue thought it fit,and that 
Vnder your Lordſn;gpes protections, andwith 
Jour good acceptation 4!fo I tru#t, to pabliſhe 
though a ſhort, yet « true narration of that pi- 
tifull fpeetatle;and thetewithall, ſome medita- 
#ious of mine owne roncerning that matter 
begunne-within a dayeortwo after the afore» 
named fire it jelfe., ant finiſned in howe ſport 4 
ſpace walk moe write; lexih 1 might ſeeme to 
vant. Ty regard of themnatter,! have aimed 
at nothing but. this, that the trueth it ſelfe ve+ 
ing laide: opezr, and ſome obſeruations made 
therenpon, men might beetead by the hande to 
' * make ſome" profitable. w/e of it, they being 
drawne on to repent4ncefor that which is paſt, 
end carefully to-leoke to:themſelnes for that 
ky. RIEN which 
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which is to come, leaſt otherwi(e the flaing of 


Geds wrath ſhould break forth further. againſt 
vs, and that to our viter waſting and deſire: 
(tion. For the. manner obſerutd. in this difs 
courſe, it is wot ſo methadicall 7 confeſſe,as it 
ſhouldbe:but the reaſon thereof. was the {adain 
feare and great griefe, that I concejued vpor 
the very viewe and. ſight of the ruizes it hadl 
made,all making me unfit inaced for that prex 
ſent, eſpeciallie for matter or manner tohanx 
lebah, a ſubiefF as it ought, both the one aud 
the other then tooke ſuch a deepe inpreſcion 
in me,and that is the reaſon alſaand nothing 
e/ſe I aſſure you,why T ſeeme as.4t were ſocotr 
fuſedly to dzale in the caule, for. how-can adife 
tempered mindbe fit, eſpecially ty, methode to 
propound any matter, ſith that ta the ordertie 
delinerie of thinges, there muſt of. nece{itte 
concurre 4 quiet bart,and aſtated head? Hows 
beit this ! dare notwithandingproteſt, that 
for the bodte of the treatie, there 4s init nor 
thing unſound or vncertaine, and therefore 
in that reſpe(t may the more [afely berectiueg. 
Asfor the reaſons leading me topreſent this 
little labour to your Loraſhips,though they bee 
many & the ſame waightie alſo, yet take they 
I beſeechyous in a norde a5 it were; Jowbiaue 
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oh vorh/aued me ſundry honorable fauours, aud 


T1 would not willingly ſeeme or be thought, ei- 
ther unminafull of them, or unthankefull for 
them in any dutie that God hath or ſhalbe plea- 
fed to inable me toperforme. You execute the 
zu#tice of the land nay which is more,the werie 
m#ice of God himſelfe,euen deriued from him- 
felfe, by her M aieſtics holy hand andpower. 
How fit therefore it is, that his example ſhould 
bee ſet before you, whoſe perſon you doe in ſome 
ſort beare, and whoſe iudgement alſo you exe- 
cnte in your funttions, that ſo you might in 
your places 'tread alſo in ſome good meaſure in 
his pathes, your ſelues can more wiſely indge, 
than! am able to relate. Youboth profeſſe the 
boly g*/pell of Chriſt, and may in ſome /ort and 
ſenſe be reckoned amone# them, that mourne 
for your owne ſinnes, and for the tranſareſ- 
ſions of the {and al/o.H ow meet it is, that you 
and others with you ſould ſee,that you baue not 
taken wp this lamentation without cauſe , as 
welfor that which is paſt & preſent ,as for that 
which is feared to come. But I will repreſſe my 
ſeffe in theſe thinges, andwill not ceaſe accor- 
ding to all the graces that I bane receiuedfro 
God,to commed theſe cauſes into his moſt mer- 
"eifulhands,who only worketh wonderful things 
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both in heauen and in earth, that fo turning 
vs from our ewil waies unto himſelfe,and knit | © 
ting our harts daily more and more unto him, 
wee may haue aſſured hope of the bettering of 
our eftate in this life according to his owne 
' goodpleafare, or at the leaſt of the euerlaſting 
{auing of our ſoules, notwithi#anding all the 
troubles and turmoiles that may fal out in the 
world. T he Lord alwaies and is all things al- 
» dirett your Lorſbips bothby hisholyſpirite, 
and untill the daye of Chriſt make perfe Fe in 
you all good works that hee hathbegun for the 
profpertitie of Sion, or the commoaitie of the 
common wealth, to his glorie, and your 
enerlaiting comforte tharowe 
Chriſt. London the 1.” of 
 Nonember. 
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Your Lordſhips bounden and readie ever in Teſus 
Chriſt, Tho,##ulcocks, the Lords vaworthic, 
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full firc, that fell in the towne of 


VF ooburne,inthe Countie of Bed 
ford,on Saturdaie, the 1.3.0f 
September last. | 


1595. 
Lord Teſus begin and make an endt. 


EN, brethren and fa- 
y thers, yea & whoſoe- 
uer amongſt you tru- 
1/1 ly fearcth God, vnlaie 
4 nedlyloucth his lawe, 
N tedtaſtlye belecuerh 
his promiſes, and (in- 
cerely obeicth his wil 
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to you,and to euery one of you,I ſay, arethe 
words of trueth, and exhortation following 
direQed : not of a hatcfull heartT affure you 
againſt any, for I wiſh & would labour your 
gopd generally , and eſpecially the faluation 
| | ""Y of 


6 
of. your ſoules, as mine owne: nor yet of a 
minde curious in other mens cauſes,with the 
negle@ofrhem tharbelong to my ſclfe, for I 
know:itto bee diſpleaſing before God and 


viprofitable ro my ſelte,bur of an catneſt de- 
fire in chriſtian chariticyby al meanes lawful, 
and that according to my yucrmolt abilitic, 
toaffayrodoc good ynto others,as vmto mine 

- owheſoulc,and to labour what I can,the (et- 
ting forth of his glory, that hath created ys 
andplaced vs in this worlde, for that ſpeciall 
end and purpoſc, that ſo atthe laſt alſo, after 
wehaucalicleglorified him here,we might 
thorough-his mercie,and Chriſts merites,ob- 
tainethe fruition of cuerlaſting life , and the 
immortall glorification of our bodics and 

| foules,inthat great and laſt day. VW herein,if 
cither thorow the vncleancnes of my heart, 
_orthe pollution of my hands,or thorow any 
other weakeacs or want in mec, or of mee, I 
ſhall miſſe of my purpoſe : or elſe thorow the 
carcleſnefle,comemprt,or any other corrupti- 
on bclſides, of thoſe into whoſe hands this 
'rteatiſe ſhall come,theſe poore labors ſhal nor 
ſorttheſe deſired effefts, I ſhall tor minc own 

_ and their tranſgreſsions(which arc lertes and 
 hinderances to ſa worthie a worke) mourne. 
in 


| "_ 
_ inmy ſoule inſecrer;to fee or heardchokads 
| ot Godcome forth ſo heauilie againſt vsfor 
our linncs, and yet I ſhalagaine comforemy 
ſcife,as well as I can,not onely inthisof hea- 
then men, that'1n/great and'hart}matrers>to 
hane a will is ſutficient,'buteſpecially:inchar 
heauenly ſpeech of the holy polleahr God 
(if here be Eſt a willing & cheerctull nnd) 
accepterh vs according tothat wee hawe} and 
not according to that we haue nor:this being 
alwaics prouidedalſo, that that good, 'whe- 
ther it bee of affeQtion,or of ation;thar-wee 
haue,we haue from him,who workethin vs 
both the will and the deede; accordingto his 
own good pleaſure,and therefore will accepr 
it in vs,as his own good worke;notwithſtan. 
ding our imperfeQions. and defets deaving 
thereto. 

Whata-fearefull fire fell jo the werogal 
wooburne,inthe Countte of Bedford, on Sa- 
curday, as they call it, the thirteenth of Sep. 
rember laſt paſt , ſundric ofthe people there 
felr,to their extreame loſſes;yea yrrer yndoo- 
ing, diners did behold to their great griefe, 
and many haue heard of, eyento the ſorrow 
of their hearts. This was ſo much themore 
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@richouſcs,& baiesof building, tothe num: 


beras I take it, of: (ome hundred and thirtie, } 


enewith another ſuchagthey were,of dwel- 
ling howſes,and our-houſes,as barnes;ſtables, 

Honels.and ſuch like,bur alſo becauſe it con- 
ſamed wharlocuer ſtore was lajde yp.in the 
ſame;ascorne; hey, wood, ferne,and-ſuch o- 

ther like prouiſion,for man and{for beaſt, for 

the backe andthe bellie, ro bake and ro brew 
with;,and for ſych'other both neceflarie vic, 
and proficable maintenance: yea (which may 
addeto & increafcrhe pitifulncs of the ſpec- 
tacle; andthe vety-matter of the oarration it 
lfe)not only many things within the bouſe, 
being almoſt viterly ſpoyled, broken to pee- 
.ces and conſumed,as tables,[tooles, bedfteds, 
wainſcot, preſſes, glafſe in the windowes, 
pewter, braſe, copper, leather, and ſuch like, 
bur cuenof rhat which was caried into the 

ſireetes to laue it,if it might be, fro the force 
of the fire;as linnen, bedding, platrers, diſhes, 

kertles,much-ſtolen away, and ſundric ſortes 
of ware,ofthetraders of thetowne;, as friſe, 

durance,ſheewes,and ſuch like, purtoyned 8 

3mbeſeled. By meanes whereof ir commeth 

to palle, that the molt of them are greatlic 

-———_—_— as ia reſpect of that poore eltaje 

Ty worldly, 


 worldly,which befor they enioyed;yearhi# 


diuers of. chem haviog their ſtorcandiproui- 
fon conſumed, and as ir-were caterrvp with 
the flame ofthe fire, hardly:haue:fortheſelges, 
their wines; children, and ſeruants,breade'to 
flake hunger,drinke to coole thirſt, wood ro 
warme thenr with all,or houſes ro-lndethers 
heads/in,' I will not ſay conuenient: (forthat 
were a great mercie i this jwndgement} but 


 not-ſach-as ouer head;:arc able to:keepebur 


the raine, ſnow, and other moyſture charfal-. 
lech tro been, or onthefidesto beatetbatke! 
the boylterous windes;arid cold ayre;this in- 


_ deede beingrather wrought, by the.indileres 


tion'or;rage of ſome, ithatrcame into. fuccor 
and helpetheir diſtreſiehy: burſtinginperces! 
the tiles of the houſe ; and breaking dawno: 
walles, windowes,, claſſttand all (and, yerno; 
doubtof it;mcnt todoetbeir beſt dawtbe, 
for ayde and relicfe) thawby the violence or 
vehemencic of the firo-; 1 vv nila arne of; 
Many 1. doubt not; are greatly egar, and 
greedicasit were, to.heare of, andrownders 


; ſtand the meane whereby this miſcrable fires 


and fcarefull lame was inkindled: whichdes- 
fare of theirs,as I cannot miſhke,if it bee free 
from gew fapglednesandeurioſttie;and bane 

_ this 


14 
thisadioyned therewithall, that they labour 


what they can;to makca goodand profitable 
vicof the ſame : ſowillIto:my vitermoſt a- 
bilitic;though-noriinall and cuery particular, 
yetintruth andplainenes,affay to fatisfic;and 
certife them thereof. Afſimple old woman 
As 


l1umple and feclic', ascuer I knew almoſt, 


flowan ſpeech,dcateinhcaring,and which is 
wotltof all, very dull of vnderitanding and 
ſenſe (named forherage, olde Zoane) dwel- 
lingan a poore cotrage, at the furtherende of 
thetowne, towards Brickhil/, hauing ſhifted 
her bed-ſtrawe, and putnew thereinto, laide 
theolde:inche chimney of her ſaide houſe, 
ſuppoſing in deede;as ſhe atfirmerh,that there 

d-binno fire inthe ſame. Afterwards go- 
ingabroad;abontſome buſineſſes that ſhe had 
todoe;,.though veriliecthey were but meane 
and:{mall- (as ſuch poore folkes have nogreat 
 affayres) the ciadersand ſparkes that were int 
the ſame chimney, tooke hold of thatftraw, 
fo carclefly caſtrhereinro, and inflatned, and 
by meanes thereof fer on fire that tharehed: 
ble, and inyery ſhorttime tooke holde of 
atbers adioyning vito it; that were thatched 

Wane ſoprocceded in fearefull both mea- 


manaer,from one to another, till it 


I 
| had madethat laneitable deſolation , that is 
yetto bee ſeene. - Andasthis was the begin- 
ning of this wofull worke,ſo was itwithout 
al doubt very much furthered;by the abſence 
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of ſundry the inhabitants of that towne,who'' 
being attharrime far from home,and abroad- 


in the: fieldes abou their worldly affayres, 


could neither ſo prouidently -prevent the * 


rage of that fire, nor ſo powertullic put it out, 
as by all probabilitic they might have done; 
had they becn at the very beginning thereof. 
Beſides this is moſt certaine,that theLord Tal- 
{ſed yp enen almoſt atthat very inftant,agreat 
and mightic wind,to carrie itas1t were from 


one houſe or place to another /the fire alfo-it 
ſclfe,naturally gathering winde yntoit)(asto' 


mee was tolde) was cucn made thereby the 


more forcible and furious, whilſt all things, 


that either they had for defence, orhad got- 
ren in for prouifion, were ſofar off from lefle- 
ning the turie of the fire, that they did rather 
increaſe the ſame. For beſides,that thethatch' 
of their barns and out houſes , was' greatly 
dried with much and long 'parching heate 
and drouth going before, ſo they were the 
more meete matter, forthe flame to ſetypon, 
bcfides thisT fay, their corne, their hay, their 

wood, 


73 16, - 
wood, their ferne, and otherprouiſion laide 
thereinto,agd being very .drily inned, as they 
victo ſayc, was fit foode for the fire to-feede 
vpon, not.oncly for the increaſe of.the ex- 
rreame heate , and violentrage of the fire ir 

. ſelfe, butcucnto the turning and burning, of 
the. marter it ſelte into duſt and powder. And 
not onely the ſodaine,butthe great puffes and 
blaſtes, of che ſaide winde alſo, did carric 
ſparkes $ flames from one houſe to another, 
yea (which 1s more ſtrange) from the one 
fideof thetowne tothe other : this being by 
the faithfull reſtimonic .of ſundry credible 
perſons,uot onely care, but eye witneſles al- 
{o,trucly reported;that there was by the vio- 
lenceandvehemency of the ſame: winde ta- 
ken vp,from one of the houſes ſo conſumed, 
and. ſtanding not farre from the Church, a 
fake of thatch inflamed, as broadas irwere a 
ſheete , and caried quite and cleane over the 
Chauncell of the Church,the ſchoolchouſle, 
and fomeother houſing of the welt fide of 
the xowne,and fell, ypon ſome of the houſing 
of thecaſt ſide ofthe faid rowne, whereallo 
it burned ſome filtcenc or {1xrecne. baye of 
buildingas I rake ic. Toallthis we may adde, 

as meancs to increale this inkindled flame, 
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checarefulnes of the people, come together 


out of the fieldes, and their carelefnes alſo. If 
any man thinke ic ſtrange,that ſuch contraries 
ſhould cither be in one and the ſelte fame ſub- 
ieQ,or turther one and the ſclfe ſame aQion, 
let him weigh,'that the carethat they had, to 
carrie ſome of their goods outot their dwel-» 
ling houſes,into the ſtrecres and other places, 
leaſt the fire alſo ſhould hane taken hold ther- 
of, made them careletle to ſtop the paiſage of 
the fire, which drmen as I ſay, by the torce 
of the wind,did nor only paſſe ſpeedily from 
oneplaceto another, but made as it were a 
gladefrom the cad of the rown,on the back- 
fide of ir eſpecially, cucn to the Churche or 
temple yer {tandiog there (chanks be toGod) 
not much decayed or defaced, to theend the 
people might morediligently reforte and re- 
parre thereto, and more fruirfully profite by 
the heauenly exerciſes there performed,cthan 
ther hauedone,orelſc God will progced fur- 
ther, yea more fiercely againſt ir, che rowne 
and all, And which is nor of leaſt confequece 
concerning this cauſe: Though the people 
of the countrey came in very loningly aud 
readily, (many of them leaning their owne 
labours, and freeing their hixed workemen 
- ES __ 
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fromtheir-taske, 4nd paying them notwith- 
Randiog their daics wages) to helpeto cxtin- 
guiſhand,quench the fire,and indeed 
diyers of them wroughtand toiled yery fore 
and hard there about: yer ſomethorow want 
of experience, in ſuch particular aftionsand 
cauſes,and other ſome for lacke of good gui» 
danceand direChto, (a ſpecial remediedoubt- 
lefle in ſuch exrreame and dangerous cauſes) 
tooke notthe readieſt and caficit way to ſtop 
or hinderthe paſſage of this fearcfull flame, 
but being as commonly people are, in other 
calcs of greater quiet, and therefore no mar- 
| vaile in this hucly burlie, of many mindes, 
what thorowe ignorance. and ſtrangenes of 
ctheſight, and want of experience in ſuch yn- 
uſuall ations, confounded in themſclues, 
cried ſome one thing and ſome atiother, and 
indeede did ſome one thing and ſome ano- 
ther, all ſuppoſing they {aideand did for the 
beſt, but indeed, though not of purpole {for 
I darenot ſo much asthinke thatany caried 
ſuch bad minds) increaſed rather the deſola- 
tionand waſt,than any manner of way lefle- 
nedthe ſame. | 
In all this lamentable diſcourſe or narrati- 
on, there are {urely many points worthy the 
| | obſerua- 


| 

obſeruationandimarking : alland enetie bat 
whereof. direQly tende to the- manifeſtation 
of moſt excelleotthings in God himlelfe;for 
example, his grear power, his gracious Lys 
uideace, his perfe&t inſtice,his heaucnly w. 
dome, and, mercie more than: farherly , yea 
more than can be. ſpoken orthought of : antl 
to the declaration of many-fouleand fearehyl 
corruptions,thatlie lurking, in.vs,andalroge- 
ther ſerue for our: Chriſtian admonition an 
inſtru&ion, as well for that which is paſtand 
preſent, as alſo for all time heteafrer tocome, 
ſpecially if wee haue ejcsto ſcethe wayes of 
God in his works,or heattsto trembleat his 
iudgements, or mindes that can bee affeted 
with his fanours, or any graccandabilitie'to 
make good. vſe either of the one;or of the 0- 
ther. For tell meIpray you firft,wasnotthis 
a plaine proofe of his power, ypon. (o {mall 
beginningsto make ſo great a flame, and wa- 
ſting fire? to execute his judgement by fb 
weake inſtruments and meanes?: to raife: yp 
the'creatures for the further diſperſing ot the 
hae" ? to accompliſh his ownepur 
andcounſell, in ſo ſhort a ſcaſon, and ſmall a 
rimefto ſtrike ſuch feare and amazednes into 
the mindes, not. onely of weake womenand 
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little childreo,but of men(who'ſceme to have 
more courage and wiſdome)thattheir heads 
ſhould not be able to deuiſe what were moſt 
profitable,nor their hands fit to exccure anie 
thing to ſpeake of in compariſon ? If any and 
eucry one of rheſe be cuident declarations of 
-his might and maicſtie, whatthen are al cheſe 
together, but ſtrorg inſtruments more <ffec- 
Wally ro perſwade our hearts io his all-wor- 
Kipg and almightic power? And dooth not 
thisſhew his wonderfull providence, that be 
did-not onely bearethe perſons of all and c- 
uery oneof them, as it were yponthe wings 
"of his gracious goodnes, ſo-as wee may by a 
manner of ſpeech ſayc, and confefle it to the 
glory of hisname; and the ſtrengthening of 
our perſwafion in trouble” againſt time to 
come, tharnor one of them did fo much as 
daſh'his fooragainſt a ſtone, but ſpared much 
-of that, thatthe fire had, as wee may ſay,laid 
handes on, and the flame no doubr, woulde 
haue conſumed thar, that ithad fearefully ta- 
ken hold of,had nothe reſtrained ir,and kept 
it as it were in his fiſt ? Doth rot this argue 
hisiuſtice,io ſtriking for ſinn&he that know- 
tb Gods nature will cafily giue glory to God 
$nic,and confefle the truth For we kaow -, 
| . tne 
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the rructh of theworde, and our experience 
and obſcruation inthe world,thathe delighs» 
terh not in puniſhing the ſonnes of men, and 
itthcir tranſgreſsions were npt as it Were ga 
ble ropes ro hale downe indgements, ſurelie 
men ſhould neuer taſte of this, howſoeuerit 
might be alwaycs inthe divine nature. Nay 
I will ay mote. May wcenotas well in the 
maner of the iudgemear,as in the iudgement 
ir ſelfe, yea 1n the very things ſtriken with his 
wrath, beholde the hande of God puniſhing 
the fianes of men, in thoſe members and mat- 
ters, they had moſt abuſed tolicenciouſnefſe 
and euill. Yea to ſpeake more plainely ofthis 
particular, was it not atoken of wrath from 
aboue, by fite to conſume their bread, meate, 
and ſtrong trinke, rhar they had prepared a- 
oainſt the faire, chereby to put them tn mind 
how they hane offcndedyea doc offcnd(not- 
withſtacding this chaſtiſement and correQti- 
on) in abuſing theſe bleſsings co gourman- 
diſe,and drunkennes ? And doth not this ma» 
nifclt his wiſcdotme, that in that outwarde 
indgement be hath ſcourged, as ſundry pro- 
phane aud carelefle men, fo ſome alſo that 1n 
{ome meaſure,do vntainedly feare his name, 


heartily louc his truerh, and carefully walke 
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;3rrobcdienceof hiswill? And why hath hee 
done it? Surely that in both ſorts,they them- 
ſclucsandal men might ſec,thatif God, asin 
reſpe& of outward puniſhment; ſpare not his 
owne people' (who are asdeare to himas the 
appleof his eye) be will muchlefſeinthis, or 
that which is ro come, winke atthe finnes of 
the wicked,(for if indgetnent beginne atthe 
houſe of God,as Saint Petey ſaith, what ſhall 
be che end of them that obey nor the goſpell 
of God?) and that his ſeruants might vnder- 
ſtand, that thereforethey arechaſtened of the 
Lord inthis life, tothe end chat the drofle of 
their corruption being ſcourcd from them, 
they ſhoulde nor petiſhe with this wicked 
world, And as for his metcie, what can wee 
caſt our cie vpon (I will not ſay,if wee looke 
_ vponit with ſanGified and inlightned minds 
from aboue,but cuen in the lightof reaſonor 
nature) and that in this very deſolation it ſelf 
ot thinke ypon'with our mindes, 1n which 
we may not {cethe glory of it breake forth as 
the ſunne in his greateſt brightnes? For if the 
Propher Teremziah for hiraſclte and his peo- 
ple, did frankly confeſle it, ashe doth indeed, 
Lament.3. that it was the'Lords mercie that 
they were not conſumed: And the faithfull 
= : 1 
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in 1(aih, willingly acknowledge, that vnles 
the Lord of hoſts had reſerued ſome, though 
but few,they.had beene as Sodom,and made 
like vato Gomorrah? Haue not wee as good 
cauſe, with ynfained minds'and mouths, alſo 
to ſpeak and declare the ſame? More than the 
one halte of the towne,by much, was neither 
touched by fire (howſocuer it was threatned 
therewith) nor receiued any great loſſe : and 
yct I hope they thinke not themſclues more 
righteous than the reſt, ſure Lam they ſhould 
not imagine any ſuch thing, for cucamongſt 
them that felr not the flame, [I am ſure there 
were as great tranſgreſſors,as they thattaſted 
ofit. Andas forthem ypon whom the loſle 
did light, and tadeede licth:yery heauilic,a 
oreat part of their dwelling houſes,I confelle 
was ſore ſer ypon & aſlaulred, yeavery much 
ſcorched with: fire, but yer nor-deſtroyed: 
much alſo of their goods or houſholde ſtuffe 
graciouſly ſpared, though greatly defaced & 
impaired. And which isa very rare & ſtrange 
thing, ſpecially in ſo exemplary a indgmentr, 
none of them or theirs, in their bodies or per- 
ſoas, hurt withthis fearful lame. Nay which 
is more: of all char confuſed mulitude thar 
wasthere tor needtul hclp.and ſuccour, ſome 
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running one way ba, ſome another, ſome 
crying one thing, and ſome another, ſome 
doing this,and ſome thar, andall as if it were 
a beaſt of many heads for the time, by reaſon 
they were without good guides or gouerne> 
ment, nor one ofthem all Iſaye, for ought I 
heard, waymed or burt. Surely,it a better eie 
had not watched ouer them than humane, 
and a more not 'onely mightie, but gracioys 
hand vphelde them, thantherr owne,a thou- 
ſandro oneas wee ſay in our prouerbe, but 
thatin climing of houſes, beating downe of 
tiles, occupying of axes,caſting of water, (all 
Which and many the like are vſed in ſuch 
fearefull extremities} every one beſides run- 
ning thicke and threefold in anothers necke, 
but that diuers had bcene wounded, if. not 
flaine. And yet to the end we might behold, 
eucn as it were with our bodily eyes, as well 
as with the cies of out minde,Gods great and 
gracious goodnes, not one of ſo many did 
miſcarric, or was as we may ſay, ſcarſcrou- 
ched at all, with any dangers cither deadly or 
gricuous. VV hat ſhall we ſay then ? without - 
-ali controuerſie, he that cannot learne by that 
which 1s paſt, ro fcare and tremble betore 
God ia ſo tearcfull a judgement, muſt as 
#3} c 
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bedeetmmedto have at the leaſt;a careleſſe hare; 
if not benummed and ſenſelefſe. For ſhallche 
Lion roare, andnotall the bcaltes of the for- 
reſt feare? And he that cannot beethankfull 
forthe gracious reſeruation, that God of his 
meere metcic hath made both of men, buil- 
dings, goods, &c. and that as well for other 
mens as tor his owne, may iuſtly bee faidto 
bee of an vathanktull minde and mcuthto 
Gadwarde, and of an yncharitable heart to= 
wards his brethren. And whoſocuer cannot 
y(c it to further him in faith vafaincd, and 
{lincere repentance, as ia regard of the former 
part of his life miſpent, and for carcfulnefſe 
& circumſpection for that which isto come, 
let him doubrat the leaſt if not deſpaire of his 
preſentand ſubſequent condition. For if God 
ſhall giue vs ſo liuely documentes as theſe 
are, and weenot recctue inſtruftionthereby, 
or bee in ſome good meaſure bertered there= 
by, both for knowledge, belictc,,and obedi- 
ence, bec ſhall haue juſt occaſiontotake yp 
that gricuous complaint againlt vs, which he 
bath doneto men of like qualitic and diſpo- 
firion,and to ſay, Zrarken © heauens,e7 thou 
Q earth, heare, for the Lord ſpeaketh: I haue 
brougbs wp chilaren,yzea Thane exalted Ps 
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bat falling away Hoy h Foal "v8 me, 
T| apes; his owner, and ihe _ his 
HM afters cribbe, but 1/raell knoweth = my 
people conſider not- Ab ſunfull nation, ahpeo- 
on laden with iniquitie, a very wicked ſeede, 
corrupted children : they haue forſaken the 
Lovde, they haue contemptuouſly proueked the 
holy one of Tj ael!: wherefore ſpould ye be ſmit- 
#21 any more, ſith you increaſe your falling a= 
way : the whole head is dangeronſlie ſicke, and 
the whole heart languiſneth, from the ſole of 
#he foote to the tuppe of the head, there is no 
ſoundnes,but ws and ſwellings, and a fore 
that runneth continuallie, e#c. which miſe- 
rable miſchicfes, and gricuous inconuenien- 
ces,that we may thorow Gods goodnes ſpee- 
dily auoide, as alfo by the ſame aſſuredly at- 
taine the contrary good thinges: it ſhall bee 
good for ysto marke, firſt the hand that ſtri- 
kerh ys;leſt otherwiſe not knowing that, we 
runne whither: wee ſhould not, and forfake 
that we 0ughtto clcaue vnto. Secondly, the 
cauſes mouing ſuch exemplary iudgement, 

becauſe the ignorance thereof may make vs 
to lay it where wee ſhould nor, and to cleere 
them that weeought ro charge. Andlaſtly, 


the endes that Woes at in theſe chaſtiſe- 
ments, 
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1 ments, becauſcas Bas are not afflicted with 
out cauſe,ſo weare not chaſtiſed butto ſome 
od and holy le. 
ke that 7 3000 men, 1seuen the 
cternall God himſeltc,as we may well fee,not 
_ onlyby this generall ſentence of the Prophet 
CA mos, laying, 1s there any euill inthe citie 
that the Lord hath not done*chap.3.meaning 
by the terme ex4//,the cuill of puniſhment and 
affliction, and not the cuill ot fiane and tranſl» 
oreſsion, becauſe God cannor that way (hee 
is ſo abſolutely good)be an ator at al:bural- 
ſo by the particular confeſsion, that Zobthe 
holy man of God maketh, when hee faith, &- 
uen of the greateſt iudgements almoſt, that 
can fall out ypon men in this life + The Lorde 
hath giuen,the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord. Andas Gods word 
doth almoſt cnery where in plaine and audi- 
ble termes affirme the ſame, ſaying, The Lord 
doth whatſoener pleaſeth himgboth in heauen, 
end incarth, and in all deepeplaces: ſorea- 
ſon grounded vpon religion confirmeth it 
likewiſe. For it this be not ſo, why doe we 
fay we belecuc with our hearts, and confefle 
with our mouthes that God is almightie ?Is 
it not becauſc wee are certainly oy" 
bot 


28 ©» 
botly by the will of GOD rencaled in his 
worde, and by his workes manifeſted in che 
world, that no ſuch thingsastheſe,arc orcan 
bee performed, but by not onely his permsi(- 
fion and pronidence(which indeed reach not 
yntothe ahons of God,otherw1le than as he 
| ſuffereth and foreſceth the ſame, but to his 
determinatis,councell, foreſight, or appoint- 
ment) but by his al-ſutficient might and po- 
. werallozat all times, in all places, and in all 
thinges, ruling, yea oucrruling the ſame, ac- 
cording: to the good pleaſure of his owne 
will: which if it were not true, we ſhould in 
our profeſsion of it, have been found fal(i- 
fiers of tructh, and in our perſwaſions of ir, 
_ deceiuers of our owne hearts. Neither dorh 
this hinder it{howſocuer in humane reaſon 
itmay ſceme ſo) that in the execution of his 
councels,he yſcth means. For as we are ſure, 
that with meanes, and without meanes, yea 
and agaiaſt meanes too, hee can performe 
whatſocuer he will,cithcr as in regard of the 
grievous puniſhment of the wicked,ot as in 
reſpeQ of the mercitull deliverance of his 
owne people(which we may plainly and par- 
ticulatly (ce, in the paſſage of the Iſraelites 
thorow the red (ca, that not only giuiog the 
4 "of way 
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way,butbeingas a wal for them ontherighe: 


1 hand, andon theleft, and ſeruing of or the: 


drowning of the Egyptians thercin) fa hee. 
both appoynteth and yferh the meanes , not: 
for any umpotencie, or weaknesin himfelfe,. 
for hee is. the Cod of all might and power, 
communicating it in great mcaſure tomanys. 
and yet hauing neucra whitthe lefleinhim- 
{elfe, and brideling that that hee hath giuen- 
them, making their ragealſo ro turne to his 
praiſe,but thathe mightthe morecticAually: 
humble, who: beiog groſlſe of nature, are 
hardly brought ynder,or made to ſtoope, but 
by ſuch apparant and forcibie meanes. And 
rhis may appeare, not onely then when he y= 
ſeth grofle and outward meanes (and yetthe 
ſame powerfull alſo becauſe they better ſore 
wich our nature,8& moft linely affcR all our 
ſenſes, but cuen then when hee maketh the 
weakeſt, and the mcancſt able to etic& molt. 
reat and excellent matters. And rherfore yn- 
les we be inſinne hardned as flints, theſe and 
ſuck like things, cannot chuſe, but pinch and 
pcarce vs very farre. To apply all thisto our 
parcicular, as purpoſe, ſo paſt, yea and if you 
will preſent viſicationalfo : which howſoc- 
ucr,as in regard of rimeitbe paſt alzcadic,yer 
are 
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arethe monuments;& the very cinders ther- 
Goke ent before ys, that all vn" ſenles, 
, hearing, feeling, ſmelling, taſting, 
ſtill;yea hae: tl as while bee 
ſatisfied therewith, VV herein though the 
Lord yſcd thecarcleſnes and negligenceof a 
lillie poore wretched woman, for the begin- 
ning of this puniſhment, as you haue heard 
alrcadic;and though for the continuance, in- 
creaſc-and' carryibg of it, yea ſcattcring of it 
abroad, he raiſed yp a mightie wind,& other 
inſtruments and-meanes aboue expreſſed, to 
ſcrue hisownturne with, for the declaration 
of his maicſtic, and the chaſtiſements of the 
fannes of the people : yet ſtill if wee haue any 
orace,we mult ſtedfaſtly looke ypon him, & 
vafcignedly cofeſle; that he as it were alone, 
hath wrought this great worke. And the 
knowledge and praCtiſe of thispoynt dooth 
holy 7b teach vs, atid- that not onely in mat- 
ters of the like nature and-cnent;but in ſuch 
plaine termes alſo,as wil admit or receiue no 
other conſtruction. For howſocucr he was 
npotignorant of, yea by the credible report of 
his efcaped ſcruants, he knewe well enough, 
and was perſwadcd, thatthe Caldeans, Sabe- 
ans,Satan and al; had as it were conlpired and 
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conſented, but yeteueric one, inand abous 

the thinges wherein they were implayed, as: 
for examples. indriuing away his cactle, as it: 
had beene a praye or ſpoyle obtained.in-wſt; 
watre, in the ouerthrowing-of-that houſe. 
wherein his children were baoquetting, and: 
in chereſt of the miſeries and affliftions:. that! 
God waspleaſcd to exerciſehim withall, yet 
doth he trom the hart, frankly and freely con») 
feſflce and ſay, The Lord bath giuen, the Loyde: 
hath taken away : And ta husdiſcamfottable; 
and wicked wife affirme, Shall wee receiue'\ 
good at the hand of God, and not receiue exill; 
alfa? And indeed if we be not thorowly pers; 
{waded of this in our hearts, as by the deere! 
light of the worde, ſo by the gracious wat-' 
| king of Gods bleflcd ſpirite in our {eucrall: 
ſoules, we ball with the blind and ſuperſtiti=, 
ous of the world, irrcligiouſly aſcribeasthey: 
doe, the matters and occurencesthat falloue 
inthis life, to fortune and ſecondary cauſes; 
_ which is nothing elſe in trueth, but to ſpoyle 
and robbe the divine maieſtic of hispower; 
prouidence, wiſedome, iuſtice, and whatſo« 
cuer therein is moſt excellent. And itwedoe 
not withaſound mind and mouth, gine 

ry to God therin, and contelle itto the praiſe 
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miniſter-ſoiid conſolatio to others that are di 


 trefled, aduric that in charitie weare bound 


«HOI towatdes men, or with patience 
nd comfort to yndergoe: our owne calami- 
nes and miſeries,a cauſe that we ought gteat- 
Iyco care for, or quietly and*confidently to 
expett a coytull iflue of them and way ro e- 
ſcape therefrom, a matter that we mult pati- 
eatly hope for, or elſc all will bee noughr on 
our fides. For howe is it likely that a man 
ſhould quietly indure 'the croſſes and lofles 
that fall ypoon him, who knoweth not that 
theyre infliQed,nor onely by a ſupcrior,bur 
by an abſoluce ouerroling power, and the 
ſamenotyſurped, but moſt holic, lawtull, & 
juſt z or howe can hec ſo much as thinke of a 
comfortable deliuerance, that is not well and 
thorowly perſwaded of the almightic pow- 
crand prouidence of God, who' it he worke 
iznot for him, itcanneuer be cfte&ed ?: And 
if hee cannot ag askilfull Phiſitian, heale the 
maladies and fickneflcs of his owne ſoule,and 
miniſter conſolationto his owne conſcience, 
how ſhall wee imagine himable to.doe'it to 
others?For as for mes miſchicuons minds (if 
our crolles and calamities come ageBe | 
om 
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 fromthiem) they cannot be ſatisfied, TAFER 


bee tuinated and onerthrowne: 4Hd Satans 
malicefpecially apainſt Gods people;hath riet 
ther end nor meaſure; fir bee not reſttaited: 
This perſwaſion theteforesthat weare vader 
Gods almightic hand and power, in whatſo- 
cucr ſtate or condition Webe, being well ſer« 
ted in Sur heatts, will vndoubtedly cabſe vs, 
that is the time of our-proſperitie, wee ſhalt 
not : Beputfed vpiitpride aboue meaſure, and 
in chedaics'of: our aduerſitic, notto bee too 
munch depreſſed, but cen for the tiine pre- 
ſent” patiently ro'beare, and for'th2 time to 
conie, with comfort to expeQtand waite for 
fucha delivery and iffue out of all croubles,as 
the Lord ſhall ſec co be fit tor the plory of his 
name, the beneficof his people, arid ohr own 
cucrlaſting good. VV hereas without this, we 
ſhal cither with ſomebf the wickedlanguiſh 
away i diſtruſtfulnefſe; murmutiog;! and all 
manner'of impaticncie, or with othet ſome 
fall io viigodly deuiſcs and ſhiftes; iniagining 
cither to haue our necelsitics/ fatishod by to- 
arr fraud, force, theſr, or tome ſuch like 
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viekomſorhe ts wherof we may 
olde.co roo many..ingur.time ouertaken 
wit ks plat ryob.10 that-great and 
grieuous. excelſe of egill..., VV heretore wee. 
may well ſcg and ſay, that.irmuch ſtandeth ys 
in hand jadced, yeaandgreatlyimporte;h.all 
and cucry onc of ys, to-beezightly 2nd xeligi- 
ouſly perſwadedas of other grounds, 8 prior 
ciples of Chriſtian-xcligion, ſo of this, one 
point particularly, and.chax not goely; tag the 
auoyding of ioiquiticand Giope,iploging & 
liking, in ſeekiog and.{tzjujng ro-chem, who 
forthcir grolle and gricygus traa{greſxians; 
we nt toloath and abhorre, but.cucn.tor 
the fairhfull accompliſhment of many gaod 
Jutics in pictic towardesGod, in gbaxiue to+ 
wards men, and in comfort and patience, as 
in refpe& ofour clues. Forgtherwile, how 
ſhall wee ſtedtaltly ryg}.in, or religioully call 
ypon him,whome wepbelecuenotto beeal- 
mightic? ox how can wee comfort our. ſclucs 
or other, men, if therg-bee.any: power, that 
is cichex. $gual With or- Fan gnereuls the 
ſame?., 


| Nome eewre to los mibat port 3 ſhould 
moue theLord, n ſuch fearefull meaſurciand 
AHA wany times he dothgo.cxergiſe.& 
PF. execute 


3 va 


execute his indgemenss, Ofa tmuh ixprogces 
derh notot. himſelfe;. and his © WNC DATE AS 
though hee tooke pleaſure in puviſhingthe 
ſonnes of men. Forthe (crjpturecelleth rig 
many. places, that hee 1s as it were of ahotact 
diſpoſitian,namely,{low to wrath,&ot great 
goodnes,and inclinable;ro,much mercic,(for 
which purpoſeſee Exod, 34.andPlaln, $6.) 
neither indeede delighteth hee" to athhR-his 
owne creatures, ſpegually.man the exellepteſt 
and chiefeſt.of the reſt,,Some thin g:theq 0 
elſewhere, mult of neceſitic pi, him and 
driuchimtodoc ic, orelle it could -neuer beg 
performed: From our (clues therefore-fuxely; 
and our moſt gricuous rranſgreſoiqps, 16 $20 
firſt, yeaand as a' man may, lay,iodcefe.is 
onely cauſcofall our, milcriz;of hah 
ſorte, or-condition ſacuer.iribegcithes out; 
warden the bodie, oc inyvarde inthrminde, 
temporal j in this lite, .or-euterlaſting ig that 
whicls.is co come. VV hick becauſe menfre 
not eafjly.per[waded of ,nor willingly yeelde 
to. (pride and conceiredaes concerninglhhwg 
ood. things ja themſelucs, takesh {ojtrong 
Fold: jth and pollefleth ther (a-mghte 
chmod in Gidry places of thokoly ſeripware; 
hooroneh CIONEUS STII ave 
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on of mans nature, ſaying, The thoughts and 
magimations of mans heart are onely enill,c- 
v3 Hay from bis youth vpwarde: and againe, 
Theyt is none that aothgood,no not one,they 
; dredl become corrupt & abominal leo c. But 
dlfo by his Prophet peremptorily telleth ys, 
#hak-ourfins arc they that make a ſeparatio be- 


$wixt'the Lord and vs: ard againe in another 
peer deftrutFton 0 1fracll is if thy felfe. 

the farther cleering and confirmation of 
which point, we areto marke that God at the 
firſt eniade man, iuſt, holy, innocenr, righte- 
ous;8&&. but he not continuing inthar excel- 
lent eſtate, corrupted bimſcltc and all hispo- 
ſtetitie, who'as they were by creation in his 
loyries, ſo werethey all ſtanding with him in 
ipnocencic, had hee ſtood, and falling toge- 
ther with him thorow tranſpreſsion. So that 
foweiris no morc naturall for man;'as man; 
that ito fay,vitiated and corrupted as heeis; 
robreath or ſpeake,tban'it is for all atid every 
one of them,/cucty'wity and-cuctry day to fin. 
Oiuthe other ſide,Godis'a God,with whoni 
there can dwellno manner of wickednes,yea 
wholecics can at no hatid behold tharwhich 
is Will; whether it bee indeuiſe, or'deſire, in 
thqugkht; in wotd,or indecede, Asfoone thers 
go © - ; 


fore 
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fore as man hath faned any manner of waye, 
ſo ſoone bath hee plunged himſelfe, as inre- 
gard of Gods abſolute and cxaCt iuftice, :into 
moſt grieuous and fearctull iudgerwents.And 
though God ſtrike not preſently rheretore(as 
wee (ce many times, according to his nature 
inclinableto mercie, yea mercie it (elte, hee 
doth with much pariece and lenitie forbeare) 
wee mult nor thiake as the wicked doe; thar 
either he doth it nor, becauſe he cannoty (for 
what is it that hee cannotaccompliſh?)or be- 
cauſe hee careth no: for the fins of our foules, 
for wee know that hee haterh ſinnes, and ſin- 
nersto, but rather to expretſe rhe wonderfull 
ouerflowing mercie that 1s 1n him, waiting 
for mens conuerſion if it may be,yeaaſfaying * 
to worke 1t by all good meanes poſsible, or 
elſe that forbcaring them, and they not amen- 
ding}he way the more ſharply and (euerely in 
his iuſtice puniſh che for abuling of his good- 
nes, and turning his grace into wantonnes, as 
the Apollle ſaith. Which thing the world 
cirher- not ſoundly knowing, or clſe not fin« 
cerely confeſsing the ſame to bee rue, falleth 
ioro fearctull, dangerous, yea deadly extremi- 
ties : ſometimes accufing God of igtuſtice, as 
35 thateither he ſtrikerh rhem without caule, 
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man be wawoſtlic:dflane rom; 
mirted;they haucdeferued : ſomerimaes they 
poſtthe cauſc of their paniſhment,trom them 
{clues to- others,/ ſuppoling that other mens 
finnes rather rhantheirowne, hauethus pro- 
uoked the Lord : and ſometimes againe,they 
aſcribe oractribute all ra ſecondary cauſes,as 
to ſucha coniuntion andinflaence, of ſuch 
and ſuch planets, tothe negligence or reach- 
leſnos of luch and ſuch perſons, rotheſtregth 
and power of ſuch and ſuch windes:and wa- 
rers,8&c:\And ſometimes they doe prophane- 
ly -.charge:and accuſe their miſcrable miſhap 
or fortanegas they call it,making her withthe 
heathen a God, origoddefle : and ſometimes 
they fling out into one corruption,and ſome- 
timesto another. By -meancs whereof, they 
as muchas inthem lyeth, rob God of his go- 
uertiement, as though there were any thing 
that 'withour-him or -agaraſt him! did beare 
ſway 1h the worlde, and (poile him of his in« 
ſtice,asthough that he, which indeede is the 
onely iuſt iudge of the worlde, could doc in- 
inſtice orwrong , andforget his long forbea- 
ring hande : and ſo beſides that they depriue 
him of his honourinthankfulnes, ptofite nor 
therbyroamendment, 8 make orher things, 
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namely creatures;God,& a creator asit were, 
yea ſometimes ſuchthjvgs as negerwere int 
chenawre of things, bot 10 inans imagination 
and conceire onllY hinder themfelues,8 
ir may be others likewiſe,by ther bad-exam- 
ple alſo, from the ſightand ſenſe of finne, yea - 
fromreligious repentance,and godly forrow 
for rhe fame, whereby they might beledvn« 
to amendment of hfe, not to bee repented of, 
and *plunge themſclues into innumerable 
ames of bodice and ſoule here, and withove 
ſpeciall fauour and grace of forgiuenesfrom 
God.(who onecly forgiueth finnes) into cuer- 
laſting rormers in the worldto come. VV her- 
as Gods children are fo far off from entering 
inotheſe corrupted courſes, that many times 
betore indgements,I will not ſay baue ſeazed 
vpon them, but cuen before they haue beene 
threatned againit them, hauc yer io the reue- 
rend feare which they hauc had in their barrs 
of them, either humbled rhemſelues, and as 
we may ſay,preucitcd the pourivg foorth of 
Gods wrath ypon them : orelſcar the than- 
dering our of the ſame; or rhe firſt ſtroake 
thereof laide vpon them, haue ſoundly and 
fpecthlycaſt downe themſclues at the feere of 
Ggds jncrcic, in faith vnfained, and finccre 
| C 4 repen- 
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repentance, & ſo if not remoucd the tempo- 


rary or outwarde puniſhment [and yer vpon 
their ſubmiſsion, God hath been pleaſed ma- 
ny times,graciouſly ro graunt the ſame) haue 
notwithſtanding tound fauor fromthe Lord 


| toyndergoe ir for the preſent with patience 


and prayer, and finccrely to profite by it (yea 
iodeedto ouercome it) to Chriſtian mortifi- 
cationand holy obedience. 

As forthe ends,why God ſhould ſtrike vs, 
we mult know and beleceuc,that itis impolsi= 
ble rhat they ſhould be (whether wee 1efpett 
them in themſclucs, or asthey proceed from 
him that is onely good) of any other nature 
than hec is, For as all his affeQions and aCti- 
ons are mcerely and abfolutely good, ſo muſt 
alſo all his purpoſes, and the ends that he ai- 
meth ar beIikewilc, though alwaies bappilie 
by rcaſon of Satans malice and mans corrup- 
tion, they bring not forth this effet in man, 
To make this plaine by ſome particulars. 
His loue is ablolutelic good, and no man 
that knoweth what cither GOD or nature 
meaneth,can deny it : for ifthe loue of carth- 
ly creatyres, as of parentes to children, huſ- 
bandes to wines, fricndes to friends, &c. bee 
goodand lawfull, then that whichis in and 

from 
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fromthe divine maicſtiemuſt much more be 
ſo, becauſe it is more certaine,more holy,and 
indecd infinite, he hauing italſo.in himlelfe, 
and of himſelfc abſolutely 8 perteQly good, 
whzreas others haue it but. by communicati- 
o0,and that inmeaſure, and in men much vi- 
tiated and corrupted thorow theraint of ori- 
ginall ſinne. And yer this {o excellently and 
abſolutcly good, he laboureth to maniteſt, as 
in the correction of all men generally, ſo par- 
ticularly of his owne people and children,ac- 
cording to which the ſpirite ſaith, inthe A- 
poſtle ro the Hebrewes. Ay /onne deſpiſe 
nat the chatening of the Lorde, neither faint 
when thou art Wo Wh of him, for wnhome the 
Lord loueth he chaſtiſeth, and bee Foargeth e- 
wery ſoune that he receineth: Aud ry bee 
without correction whereof all are partakers, 
than are we baſftards,and nat ſons and dauhg- 
ters. Wherefore ſich in thisand ſuchlike ac: 
tions, hee aimeth atthe manifeſtation of his 
louc,andrthat is indecde thi principall cnd of 
his chaſtiſements,ſpectally asin regard of his 
owne people,it cannot be but good. . Truc it 
is that fleſh and bloud ſecth nor this,nor: thin- 
keth ſo. Thereaſon is, becauſe theireyes are 
Elind,and thczr ynderſtandings darke, Butas 
it 
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itisnot reaſon! , braſh a blindetmanbehol- 
deth not the Sunne;, to conclude; there is yo 
Sutme*fo is it abſurd toſfay,becaufe the wic- 
ked worldlings, neither tecle not tearethele 
things;therefore they are not. For theſe are 
as all thereftof thethings of God, ſpecially 
as'in tefpeR of his purpoſe & end,ſpirituall, 
and therefore muſt bee ſpiritually diſcerned: 
bur they are carnall,and fold vnder finne. A- 
gain, in as mnuch as ſince the depranarion & 
corrupting of Gods image, wee are nothing 
els bur both in bodie and ſoule tainted with 
all manner of cuill : and ith that cuen fince 
our regeneration and new birth, wee carric 
abonr with vs (fo long as wee dwell in theſe 
honſes of clay,and carthly tabernacles)the re- 
likes and remainders of finne: and we know 
by thelight of the word,cuery where almoſt 
revealing it,and by the ſtinging reſtimony of 
our owne heatt(which cucn telleth ir ys cuc- 
ry day that wee riſe vp, and cuery night that 
we lye'down) that finne diſpleaſcth his bleſ- 
fed majeftic,and God hath appointed puniſh- 
mentsand correftjons, both outward & in- - 
warde; as one fpecialt tneanc to reprefle rhe 
rageandpower ofcuill in vs,whilelt it ſcou- 
tech from vs the drofle of our — 
an 
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and ſo mortifying in-ſoine nealucs lake IN 
vs» faſhionerh vs the berter and more cffeftu- 
ally vnto ſanification/for this wee may als 
ſure our ſelues ot,thar the decay of the one,is 
the increaſe of the other) we may cuetrthere- 
by ſee, as it tt were in a moſt cleereatidlively 
looking glafſe,tharhe aimerhat m theſe core 
reQions, which he hath ſealed, not onely his 
owne gloric, but our good, both temporall 
and eternal,in this work of fatherlychaſtiſe- 
ment and affiftion. And this ſute-cananot 
chuſe but be good alſo, howſocuer ſfomcimes 
by reaſon of the thicke clowde of our owne 
cortuption,interpoſed berween Gods works 
and our reformed indgement, wee canhotſo 
ſenſibly ſee, or ſo plainly perceiue the ſame; 
as we would or ſhould. Neither is thisal,the 
bertering of vs in this life, but for as much as 
our good eſtate here, is inthe purpoſe and 
councell of God,yer through his owne mer- 
cie and grace onely,infinitely as F may fay,to 
be bertered in the lite that is ro come and af- 
flitions doe not only frame'ys toobedience 
in'this world, but in-fome ſortpledge vpyn- 
ro vs the ſaluation of onr ſoules- in eternall 
bleffednes, according to which the Apoſtle 
atfirmeth : we are chairened of the Lorde 4 
"hs EIS 
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this whrld, that —— not periſs with the 
wicked inthat which is to come, Andagaine 
rhe ſpixit inanother place layth : By many tri- 
bulations tre muſt enter into the kingdome of 
God,: Mea by all this ſhould be perſwaded,of 
the holy purpoſes 8 bleſſed ends of Gods vi- 
fitation ;and carneſtly labour by theſe (ith 
Godalfo himſelfe is pleaſed by them,ro aime 
Xthatend,and ro efftethat grace in vs)to be 
out ofloueand liking with this preſent cvill 
world,and all the vanitics and delights of the 
ſame,vſing.itand rhem no further, than as by 
itand themwemay be furthered inmoreex- 
ccllevt graces, and to hunger and thirſt after 
thatereraal fcliciric, thatis laid vp inthe hea- 
nensforall choſe,that io faub,paticnce,pray- 
<r,andother good works,looke for and long 
afrer hjs blolid appearing. 

.. Thus we (ce what God mindethto cfiet 
by ſtriking vs : but whether theſe fruites fol- 
low inme,letour own prattiſe declare. VV ec 
are ſo far gff from raking theſe things as pled- 
ges of his.louc, thattho more he laycth vpon 
vs that way the more werhiake he haccth vs. 
Andthe reaſon is, becauſe we meaſure theſe 
marters, not by the line or clac of reaſoh re- 
formed,orreligious reaſon, but by our vader. 
ro | | ſtauding 
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ſanding much cornvprod ae deſueat hs that 
integfitie which it had in creation. And ther 
how can we in that darkenes ſee lipht; ſeeing 
that hindererh vs fr6 beholding graces-more 
cleere than theſe, that areto be ſcene inatflic- 
. tionsandeotreions?” And if wee cannot ſee 
inthem his loue, till the thicke ſcalesofour 
ignorice be pulled fr6rhe cies of our minds, 
and videtſtanding, howe ſhall wee perceiue 
that he aſfayeth our good therein;tilthe ſame 
alfo beremoucd andtaken away For as we 
are hatdly perſwaded of this, that ſtrokegtes 
ſific the faitor of him that ſoundly &toiitds 
ly layeth them ypon ys: ſo ſhall fleſh'8&bloud 
neueryeeldeto this, that blowes begerysxill 
che hearce ſpecially inlightncd beleeue the: 
ſame, and wee know either by experieucein 
our {clues, or by obſeruation in-others, xhar 
they haue not by nature,but by grace,gxinicd 
chatglorious Me. The like may or 
Medi vp vato vsthe hope of heanen.:For 
whittnan, if hee haue notmoreinfiimvthan 
mad; will imaginethat ſo/hardea — 
afflictions and ſorrowes; as lic notone 
onthe backs, but are inthe ſoules obme bed 
god'y men-ſhould teſtifieyntorhemſuchhes# 


ay graces? wee rather ſay _— 
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father that beateththe child much and often, 
hardly -mindeth*to gixe him the inheritance, 
and tomakehim Lord and heire of all. How-= 
beic Gods word telleth vs, that itis far other- 
wiſe with Gods cJe&-: for.if wee ſuffer with 
Chriſt, weeſhall caignewith him, .and being 
made: conformable ynto him in his atflii- 
ons; wee ſhall alſo bee like him in glory, wee 
knowing thatthe momentany and light affli- 
Qions of this life, doe cauſe vntovg,or. bring 
withthein a farce moſt excellent and eternall 
waight.of glory. Nowe whether in theſe 
pointstt:be-berter for'vs, to beleeue'God and 
his hely worde, or to-truſt our owne reaſon, 
and humane iudgememnt; I had almoſt ſaid Jet 
allthe-world iudge,butlethe godly eſpecial- 
lyi{pcake their mindes, and deliver their ſen- 
tente according to truth and right. | 

| 'Whatſocuecr hitherto hath beene deliue- 
red,concerneth eſpecially, either the nasrati- 
on it ſclfe;and the thing done as we ſay,or cls 
ſome profitable pointesarilivg theretrom,'os 
appertaining thereto, Altwhich no.doubtof 
it; areprovitable, it they becJaide to-hearr,'to 
build vsvpin knowledgeanrd indgementr.But 
thete' is/another thing, beſides, that as1n- all 
cauſes generally, ſo-particularly.inthis, wee 
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muſt carefully labour N Attaine to: and thae 
is conſcience of the things chat wee knows 
careto probe by them, tothe bertering gt. vs. 
10 this life bctore God and} man, ang, our, 
owne hearts alſo, that ſo, in the comk 
fecliogot-it, we may-haue aſſurance of hope 
that which is to.come. * And to-chis\ WEEAn. 
not come or bee brought, but by making jpe:, 
ciall vſe of and particular applying ynt9 = 
owne ſoules,the poiprs of inftruQion;ps the 
ſcucrall and.ſundrie ations that God;daths 
for, or r amongſt the lannes, of mens. With 
out whichindeed, as inthe publike miniſte- 
ric,all paines taken is bur labour loſt andas 46, 
were wordes ſpoken inthe aire,asthe.oxams 
ples of former ages,and che experience of aur: 
owne times, doe but too. ſutficiently ſhewes, 
ſo inal priuate doQtinesor documents,vyh&+ 
ther they be deliuered by the augibleygice of 
man, Or propounded vato vs bythe: wotkes 
of God, 10 his mercie towards his owACPRar 
ple, or in his judgements. towardes-the wic+ 
ked, will bee at.che molt, butasa weadetiof 
ninedaies,as;' we ſay 1a theProucrheandlike 
VNIO, WAIET ſail: vpan the ground. TSYOIG is; 
and Y [ar Euecry, 8299: man will confelle 
it, 


it, thatncitherehe %. nor the other, can'in- 
deed, either do vs good in this life, or further 
vs ynto cternall clnatioh (to make vs wirth- 
out'excuſe and defence before God, and in 
ourſclaes, I denyenot,but ſome power they 
hate)otherwiſe thanas they are ſanQified, by 
etealmipghtic working of the bleſſed ſpirite. 
Atid therefore, when, or where, or howſoe- 
uet God dealeth with vs, we ſhould preſently 
av? viifdinedly himble our ſelucs in prayer, 
and call andctaue for grace to profit thereby. 
Howbcirthough that I mcane thi gracious 
workeof Gods ſpirit our hearts, bea prin- 
cipalf mcanc of our ſpirivall profiting, yer 
neither is ittheoolypncither indeed doth itfol 
towtficreupon,thatthe others aboue recited, 
ſhoald bercie&cd or refuſed. 'For cuen as in 
6ur naturall life, the firſt and chicfe cauſe of 
allis God himſelfc; who as he ginerh ir vs, ſo 
vpteldeth ic and maiitainerhvit, according ro 
kisgood wil,that being here true that the A- 
poſticſaith, In him wane, we'mone, & bane 
ony being: and yet no man ſo vnwiſcas to re» 
faſcweare,drinke;cloth, fleepe,and other 'ne- 
cellary helps and aides that way, torthar were 
eo tethpt God, and roliue (if ſore one or o- 
"ther could doe it) 'rathtier a miraculousthan a 
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natnall life, ſoin Ph. ſpirituall life, thou 
God by his holy ſpirite workeall inall;inc 
hearts of them chat he hath'marked out vnra 
erernall bleſſednes, yet no' man thar-feareth 
God, or careth tor his owne ſalnation;” neg- 
leteth, much lefle deſpiſerh rhe worde; ſa- 
craments, pra yer,admonitions,exhortations, 
rebukes,publike, private, &e. but more'care- 
| fully frequenrerh, and more religiouſlyferh 
the ſame, and labourcth tnoreto treaſure tbe 
vp in his heart for goodnes; that) hee doth all 
or any of the outward things apperraihing to 
the body or narurall man; And-cuenfſois rin 
this caſe,of applying toour purpole,andma- 
king vieinour {oules of the waies and-wotks 
of God, gencrall or particular,open ot ſeerer. 


To that therefore weecome, as indeed voto! . 


thehfeand ſoule of the other thingesbefore 
going, and therein dire& ourſpeecb,'as firſt 
ro the whole land generally, who ypou ctery 
ſuch particular occaſion ſhould make fpecialt 
profite, as well becanfe all the ſeuerall mom- 
bers'1n a kirigdome, or ina Church; make 
but one politicall or eccleſiaſtical bodie; and 
therefore it one (uffer;allſhould ſuffer, and if 
onercioyce,all ſhoulddo likewiſe, as alſo be- 
cauſe ſome in Gods purpoſe and judgement 
are 


areſtriken,rhat FW... othersat the lecalt 
might amende, becauſe. all have ſfioncd+and 
goocaſtrayc, and agd in neede of tHe grace 
of God. And this is that ſurely that 'our Saui- 
our meaneth, wheninthe Goſpell hee faith, 
were'thoſe. Galileans, whoſe bloud Pate 
mingled with their ſacrifices, greater ſinners 
thanallthe other?- Icell you pay, bur except 
yeamend your liues, ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh : {o.. ſecondly 4o the. particular perſons, 
andplaces touched & afflited with this pre- 
ſent and fearcfull judgement, who it others, 
then they. much more,, ſhoulde ynfainedly 
ſtoope, downe, and hartily and haſtily alſo 
humble them(ſelues; vnder the hand x9. hath 
ſtriken chem,by how much not only in their 
' own knowledge and corſcience, their finnes 
are greater than other mens, but alſo becauſe 
the puniſhment was preſent in. their cies, fcll 
.thcir bodies, goodes, and houſes, and 
fhoulde (which whether it doth ycaor no I 
know not,bur if it do not,] pray God itmay) 
more effeQually therefore. pearce and.enter 
into their ſoules and ſpirites; for alluume,pre- 
ſent, andio come, VV hata mightie hande of 
God hathgone forth againſt the whole land, 
by manitgd and rye hres in the ſeuerail 
:. - quar- 
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quarters and cornets of-it '? which-whoſfoe- 
uer will but ſeriouſly thinke ypon themthar 
are paſt, 8 recall ro memoric thoſethathow- 
ſocuer men forget thern, are yet freſh,- and as 
it were bleeding 1n the harts and eies-of them 
that feare God, hee caunot chuſe but ſee aid 
confelle ſtrange and wonderfull iudgements. 
In ſome particulars behold the reſt : the bur- 
ning of Beckles, the waſting of Nantwich, 
the columing of Marleborough in the weſt, 
and which though it come inthe laſt place 15 
not the leaſt judgement, the deſtroying of 
Stratforde ypon  Auon twile in one yearc, 
with that great and grieuous puniſhrment. 
Nay let vs proceede further, Londonthe bla- 
- zing beacon to the whole lande, and the mo- 
ther citie of all the kingdome, hath bin made 
thorowe the iuſtice of God againſt it for fin, 
a fcarcfull ſpectacle of Gods wrath to others, 
not onely while diners priuate mens houſes, 
goodes and poſleſsions haue beenedefaced 
thereby, but while the ſteeple of their cathe- 
drall Church(a place that many imagined tor 
thedeuotion and holines of it could nothaue * 
been touched with any ſuch indgement)was 
not onely inflamed and conſumedit felte;bur 
minilired matter of fcare allo, and that: not 
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| withourgood canſs & reſpect, thatit would 
haue fired the whole citic it ſelfe. Sundrie 
-other ſortes of iudgements hath God exerci- 
fed that famous place, and the whole lande 
withall,as with thatinfeQiueand deſtroying 
{ickenelle the plague or peſtilence, thar noy- 
ſome diſcaſe ot the ſmall pocks,mecaſcls. 8c. 
oreat penuric and ſcarſttic of viftuals, and by 
meanes thereof and.rogether with the ſame, 
a generall dearth of all thinges, dclonging Ci- 
therrothe pleaſures orthe profits of this mree 
ſentlife: to which alſo addethe threatnu:g of 
the ſworde. for a fearctull invaſion, andthe. 
feare of domeſticall firres to diſturbe our 
long and happie peace, with infinit others, ac+- 
cording to the innumerable multitude of f10s 
and tranſgreſsions multiplied againſt his ma- 
jeſtie, the very ſting whereof ftandeth vpin 
our ſoules to accuſe vs cucry night when we 
- lyedowne, and cuery day when weerfe vp. 
And'yet who hath, I will not ſaye- ſoundly 
x3 ficed by theſe rhings, for vnfained hami- 
: Patio nbetore God, but thought ſeriouſly vp- 
ginthern for the betteriog ot vs,or for any 0+ 
ergood reſpeft before men inthe worlde. 
ramrcly wholocucr will looke into theſe 
gs vicua fiogk eyc, Idocnocthinke the 
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5 
contrary, but hce ſhall cleardl perceine, that 
whatfocuer iniquitic was'in any-particular 
perſon, ſtate,or degree amongſt vs, or whar- 
ſocuer diſorder was cither in church or-cam- 
mon wealth, it refteth notwithBanding this 
hand of 1uſtice and indgement gone faorthias 
gainlt vs ſtill varcformed vas though wee 
thought that God in heauen-didmnoreither 
beholdeour finnes, or d:d ſtrike: vs without 
cauſe, or as though there were no ende why 
nee didpunifli vs. Arid. though irbee truc in» 
decede; thavinthe midlt of theſe indgements, 
he hath remembred mercie, and/hativnor ler 
his wrath lie hard vpoo'vsleſt wealſo might 
reach out pur hands to iniquitic, burkathgt- 
uen vs great abundance of manifold favours, 
turning our fickenes into health, gurpenurio 
intoplcotie, our dread ot danger anddiſtretie 
into all manner of holy1oy; and ogcrand be» 
lidesharhbeltowed yponvs the bleſled light 
of :hjs.boly-worde-bottiin the publz ke minis 
ſteric-8 priuate excreiſesof it;zne very. Know 
ledge and-1ight of ir'breakiog toortbas the 
Howings of che ſea, it-yvec.could-{orbaycaes 
cepted of t-2 amd alltbis bath beepe:donets 
ts cok that we might banc beerieJedÞyitife 
EIS codes of meauorbdugayaly 
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ked POINT, LAF carefully with the 
Lord; whorsthe' God of our life; and of our 
health,and'of onrpeaceand all: yet hauewe 
milled by the maliceof Sari, and thorow the 
corrapzton.ot our owne hearts, and deceiugd 
by the pleaſares of finne, which indure bur 
fora while, ljfr vp our heeles and our handes 
againſthim, and hardned ourlicarts and our 
_ faceSagainſtall his waies, in all his workes, 
eitherof mercie orof iudgement; forhe that 
wasfilchiv,is-filthie till, andalltheabomina- 
tions:of theland / vader the-burden whereof 
allo the'very earth ir felfe groaneth,and ther- 
fore menſhould mach more mourne; itrhey 
werenorifcnſelesand graceles)are fo farre off 
from being leſſenedanddiminiſhed,tharthey 

increaſcand got head amongſt ys and 0- 
uer vwhich whoſoeuerwil but invpright- 
nes of hearrand judgement, inthe particulars 
conlider of, cannotbur giuegloryvntoGod, 
and herein acknowledge” and ronfeſfe the 
rruerh./ As tor.the pride ofthe lande, itis'in- 
creaſed, not anely bythe excefleand abuſe of 
our-commoditiesar home, bur byhringing 
in of forraine wares; ahdoldeand end 
| deviſ&{-which inthefinenesnndinthe'varis 
one vanitic of Rhedhpdo 'onerand —_ 
: wa 


waſt and weare the waaklrof our own conn- 
rrey; our.golde, filuer; rinne, lead;and other 
thin#sof worth anddurablenes, being trand- 

ned for ſuch trumperie. Gluttonie and 
drunkennefle, I thinke, did never ſo much a- 
bound, no'not when England had the name 
for great hoſpitalitieand houſckeeping,there 
being come now 1n the ſteed of it, notonelie 
amongſt the poore, but amongſt he rich,no- 
' ble andall, either nohouſekeeping at-all, or 
the ſame (o pinching and miſerable, asnor 
onely the poore being readie to ſtarue in our 
ſtreetes, crie outof it, but eucnthevery ma- 
niall ſeruants, many times doe very bittetlie, 
andthatnot without good cauſe, complaine 
of the ſame alſo. 

Touching the extortion, oppreſsion, bri- 
berie, vſuric and other iniquities that euery 
where amongſt high and low do daylie pre- 
uaile,what ſhall we ſay,the very ſtones in the 
ſtreere;and the beaſtes in the fielde, and other 
dumbe andinſenfible creatutes, though men 
ſhould hold their tongues,doe in their kinde, 
ſcriouflic cric our againſt irand ſaye, cuen as 
the Prophetdid in his dayes,Tuſtice is turned 
into galland wormewood,and the pooreare 


Yn and ſolde tur luer,and the needy for 
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thooes: whoredome and filthielife;in al ſorts 
anddegrees of mep, both openly and ſecret- 
ly,did never ſo much;ouer flow and increaſe 
asatthis day. Theciuill Magiſtrate faith,ci- 
tacrhe hath no law to puniſh it,or carreeth 
icarthe molt witha ſimple wipping :and as 
for tzoſe-rhat haucthe eccleſfiaſticall cenſures 
10 their hands,they ſurely haue no-wullto do 
it, but vie their authoririe rather to picke 
meos purſes, than to inſtruft their conſcien- 
ccs,and to conuert men ynto God. Yea,T 
wiſh with al my heart,chat cuen the very m1- 
niiters themſclues,to whom for oveht I ſee, 
there isho other thing left to repreſic.cuil by, 
than crying out againſt intquity, were not 10 
this as in 'other matters of as great conſe- 
quencetongue-tied -and mute, or elſe as the 
propher Caithin another place,thar they were 
lightand wicked perſons, and had polluted 
cle ſanCtuaric, and wreſted the lawe; To re- 
hearſeall rranſgreſ$10058 in the ſeuerall ſortes 
and particularirres of them,would be toolog 
and tedious,take one therefore, and tac ſame 
asthe molt common, ſo the moſt gricuous, 
that by ic we may iudge e alſo of the reſt : the 
prophanation of the Sabbath isthe ſin that] 
mcane. VV here is the man,womangor child, 
KO that 


that bath cate and AR? LIE publikely.46 
ſanKtifie it, cither by reuerent and xeligious 

preparing of themſcluesto come to: roblike 
allembliesas they ſhould, or to repayre thi- 
ther duentullic as they ovghr, .QT 1QM;Cartic; 
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ly exerciſes of prayer, preachiog,8&c, YV. bat, 
houſehoulder, man.or woman, what childe, 
what, ſcruant bath any regard privately to, 
ſpend jr, well in medication and conferenge 
of things publikely raught themjin fipgingof 
plalmes,inprayeczin thinkipg;ſcriogflyypon 
the creatures, 19 yiliting the {icke, ingdoging, 

the workes of charitio.and chuiſtizologeOr 
rather who prophaneth it not in publike,and _ 
in /priuate by themſclues and in company 
and i euery placealmoſt; ſome bythioking 
to beaday of bodily .rcltonly,, and.there+ 
fore giuethemlclucs and theirs eugrto ſleepe 
more. and longerthen, than on other dayes 
beſides 3 0cher ſome makipg NO. MOIC: AC4 
countot the holy-aflemblics of thechurch, 
and religious exetciſes therein, thanof. \ PO 
plxaneand common. meetings, nor ſo mpch 
many.times,and recciuingthe word wighno, 
more teucrence & arzention thangprophane 
_ other ſorac firing idic at their dgores, 
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S&5ping and gazing,ſuffering, yea ſome times 
comwaannding their ſeruants and;children to 
abuſe itby dicing; daunſing, carding,ſtoole- 
ballplayitig;and ocher vnlawtull and wicked 
recteations-:-others alſo poaſting ouer-their 
worldly affayres,as matters of accountes, re- 
payringto Iuſticesfof'cxecution of law;viti- 
ting and intercaining theirfricondes; arid ſuch 
other worldly' things; to thac daye;, with a 
thoufand ſach like abominations, fearefally 
cormmitred and performed vpor'that daye, 
that6falfothers ſhould bee beſt ſpent: For 
theſe may not wee faye, as the Propher {pea- 
kertyitycafcs of meaner importance :Shall 
not the land cremble for this, and every one 
mournethat dwelleth therein?Or as another 
Prophetſpeaketh againſt the peoplethar de. 
ſcendedfrs 7a4kob,tor their pride, contempe 
of Gods word;and other ititquities, 4 ram 
before;and the Philiſtines behindo; and they 
ſhllYenoure Iſrael with open-mouth--and 
cetfor allthis his wrath is not turned'away, 
trhis Hand is ſtretched one ſtill : and good 
reaſon 5 forrhe-peopltturnerth nor vnto him . 
. thatfitiketh them inſHy for their finnes; nei- 
therdstthey ſeekerhe Lord of hoſtes#hete- 
fort@\vwHll the Lord cur off fromm-Iſrael, .head 
©1182 and 


andrtayle, branch an bodicin oneday::'The 
auncieft and the honorable man hee-is whe 
head;and the Propherthat teacheth lies, heis 
the tayle,wirh many ſuch other thingsas fol- 
low inthat ninth chapter of 7/az4h,'which'T 
would deſire the godly reader , witlr careto 
looke ypon, and in conſcience to makeyſe 
of./:For who knoweth whether this bee yer, 
the day of Gods grace offered and the accep» 
rabletime if it be recejued'? Or whoreanteht 
whetherthis bee nota forctellingabd afore- 
rugpingifigne alfo,that the land may(andrhac 
or euet toi: for ought we know)bee 
confiimed wich fire from the Welt:; by:the 
Tutke;Pope, Spaniard, 8 other inſtruments 
of Gods wrath to puniſh a ſinfu}l and reballi- 
ous mation: All which would bee-glad, nor 
only.forthe inlarging of theirtertitoriesand 
kingdomes, bat cuen of hatred more-than 
cruall, and bloodie againſt ys to wher-eheir 
tecth ypon our bottigs and bones, andtobath 
their fwords ial Wit bloodtor cliewhocanor 
dareiſay,tharthiixgmay-nortbe an affured refti- 
monie;tharthe Lotd Teſus ſhall ſhortly cothe 
inthedoades',:in:amictring and'confa 

fire-goitg: before him and deſtroying all 
things, withgreatpowerand glory to'indge 
115173 the 


heuicktandebe dead Sin not attheheight 
tis at,doth in full/prouoke the one,8 with 
eatriefines callcth for our aduerlariesracome 
outagainſt vs in troopes and armies, and 0n 
the other fideall ſignes (if Tbenor deceiued) 
that ſhould goe before that greatgod terrible 
daycdtihe Lorde bee accompliſhed already. 
. Sulzkjugsthen are ſo vncertaine ythatiwee 
knoweoot when nor where, nor how the 
| Lonwill comevypon vs,and yet wee gapnar 
butfcaretbat hec 1s nigh, eucn arthedoore; 
why ſhould wee deferre with the wicked, c- 
uefthcrein, or thereby, ccaulingths Lemdes 
wrath tgbicake forth againſt vs16,0uryacr 
confuſion: or rather: conlideriog thatabtbelc 
tHingumulſt bee diflolued, why:dae wee not 
mak@6this vic 0f ir, tolcarne whatananaer of 
; proplewoeſhould beein: holy comuerfation 
andpodly. lite, looking for,8& haſtnsog; voto 
' theicammiug of that day of the Lord, bythe 
which thevery heauengbeing on fire;hall be 
diffokned ,,and the'clentmythelbmatc with 
 heaetBurwho(Iwiknoiday pratiferh theſe 
things, 'for.the number b{4uchr pertaps1s al- 
malt as care in che: worlkasa,blatke bvanne 
amangſt; toulcs)rhipketh vpon-theſerhings 
ſeripullyy Surcly, ſurely; themeſipartbulic 
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their thindes and rheit mouthes alſo farre o- 
therwiſe + for ſome giuetheroſeluesouer to! 
filthie and fool1th ſpeech, which nov onely 
bringeth no grace or godly edification'torhe: 
hearer, but rarhec corruptethgood maners:. 
Other ſome though they fall nor ſo:fouly;: 
yetare ouertaken 1n their diſcourſesob plea-. 
{ure,of profit, haukiog, hantng, metchan- 
diſe,purchafing landes, &c.which thoughin/ 
rhemſelues they be nor cuill, yer becauſe they 
continually pur better marter out of iplace, 
they are become theſin of rheir ſoules/:And 
it irſo fall our, char now and'then, they or 
ſome of them ſtumble vpon good things;'be. 
it either in word or deede, by the motion of 
theirowne minde, or occalion from others, it 
is ccrtainely but asa flathe of lighteningg'no 
man knoweth whence it commerh, nor whi- 
ther it gocth,and cuen vanitheth away, asif it 
were in the firſt appearing of it. And there- 
fore ſurely thorow their h1ns. of ignorance, 
negligence, careleſnes, contept &-prophane- 
nes, If Is likely that yepgeance ſhall breake 
forth fromthe Lord in agricuous both mea- 
{ure and manner,'& fearetullyconſume both 
bough and branch, roote and bodte, trunke 
itocke,and all inaday. | 

And 
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-  Andif-this bee the ſtate and condition of 
the gencralitic,asindeede it1s, what ſhall be- 
come; of; the particulars, the whole bodice 
cobltſtingotthem as ic were of ſeueral parts, 
but:that: they alſo; muſt remaine: ynder the 
ſame iudgement?To you therefore tharnow 
are ynderthis band & hammer of Gods hea- 
uic indignation is itthat 1 write and ſpeake. 
Canyoudecny,but that eucn manydayes and 
yeares alrcadic paſſed ;. you haue long agoe 
pulledthis and a more gricuous judgement 
by much , downe vpon you from almightie 
God? If you ſhould,the heaucns would bluſh 
at youzand the earth would beare witnes a- 
gainſt you;and teſtifievnto your faces,the fil- 
thines of your words and workes. Mee thin- 
kethitſhould bee farre berrer for you to giue 
glorieto God and vntzinedly contelle that it 
is his fiogular fauour to hauc ſpared you fo 
long, and that it is his more then common 
mercy,tbat ye werenotal conſumed. VV hat 
hath beenthreatned againſt you ont of Gods 
word, you cannot be 1gnOrant of. VV bat pu- 
niſhments hauel1ghtvpo you, by the plague, 
the ſmail pockes, and now this laſt tearctull 
fireyou cannot but feele. VV hat? Hath God 
ſtricken you withoutacauſe? Be it far from 
bn.” 2 


you, 'citherto ſpeaks ic or thinke-it; far thax 

| weretocondemne the'moſt iuſt iudge;of the 
world for your owne clearing yea ang $0ag9 
againſt the ſtinging reſtimonie which euery 
day. when you riſe vp,and cuery nightwhen 
youlye downextelleth youthecleane contra» 
ry-Butif you ſhould proccederothatheight, 
acenat other mErhathaue watched -ouer.yau, 
& preached & (pokenynto you in thename 
of the Lord,able to couinceyou of falſehood 
to your faces, and to throw the dounge of 
your iniquity ypon your countenances*Giue 
thera therefore leaue.to declare the truth to 
you,andlabour to beare with paticnce;,-and 
to profit by the word of exhortation,fith itis 
directed co you for your good, and ynfeined 
bumiliation alſo : tor they knowe you, and 
your offences far better than you your (clues. 
Perhaps you will thinke this ſpeech ſtrange; 
but deeciue nor your owne hearts, I beſeech 
you,for it you will weigh, thatnaturallie we 
are blinde to diſcernefinne,andafter they ſee 
it, yet many times they are partiall ijn-their 
owne waics,and cucn bleare yp their vnders 
ſtanding,aud harden their hearts, andagaine 
that they are more quicke and better ſighted, 
co diſcerne other mens tranſgreſgions than 
| | their 
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theitowne :- as alfo tit God reuealeth nor - 
the fines ofthe people yito his faithful ſer- 
uarits the Prophets by-rhe baltes,I chink you 
would;or atthe leaſt Tam ſure youſhould be 
of another 'mind. -To reckon vp all the par- 
riculars were barde and-impoſsible, for who 
can'ynderſtande his faultes? And yer notto 
laxdowne ſome,wereto failz in the iuſtthfy- 
ingot the charge, which were vniult, andro 
Jet! yonalone-in your intquitics, which ſhuld 
be vachariable. This thereforcT ſay, rhata- 
{t-the infinite and innumerable ſinnes 
of yourſoules,there are ſome particularsthar 
have beenc and ate moſtodious before God, 
and moſt apparantio the view of the world. 
Amongſt-which I reckon in the firſt place a 
fcarctullcontempr of godlines inthe moſt of 
you, and a preat and grieuous careleſnefle 
thercot euen in thebeſt. How often and long 
hath God ſpoken yoto you, by the publike 
miniſterie of his worde, inthe holy exerciſes 
of prayer, preaching,ad miniſtration and Par- 
ticipation of his blefſed ſacraments ? It you 
could-haue ſcene your happines in thar'be- 
halfe;beth for the length of rhem,8& the gra- 
ces of the menthart God vſed as meanes to 
youuey histructh yoo you, your fauors both 
waics 
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" ing'before many ic had beene well+ buthowy 
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waies riot farre inferiartoany co on. 
of the land; and/in theſe refpes indeede.go- 


little you haue profired bythem, ay howe: 
carelefly you hauc heard them, 8 howeolkd- 
ly you hane frequented chem, your grolieig- 
norance inthe groundsof Chriſtian rehpion! 
ſheweth. the fitſt, fewe ornone of you being: 
able to render a reaſon thereof, ro themahac! 
ſhall askeyou,8 your ſleeping in the chureh,” 
talking one with another; and turning ot. 
your 5dokes there, and ylidg of your owne* 
priuate denotions or prayers in the time of 
publikepreaching 8 prayer, apgrieuousttanl- 
greſsion no doubr proucth the ſeconds: and 
yourdayly and continuall abſence therfrom, 

and:(peciallyypon the Lordes day-theni lying 
in your beds, haunting bf alchouſes, riding 

and going 'abroad for your worldly affaires 
of pleaſure and proficemaniteſteth rherkitd. 


And how weary youare when youaterhere--. 


lerrhisecſtifie: none preuent the time ofptb- 
like affemblies, and:ſome come inthemidtt 
of yourexerciſes, torhegrear diſturbaiiee 6f 
the ſame, and others thar are there : and that 
{omeagaiae betore-the ſermons are fichiſhed, 
other ſome alter the prayers made,-ahd/be- 

| fore 
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hardche GogingocboPlole, and the vſuall 
blefsing ro bee pronounced departe thence, 
-wherot you as well as they that tarcie ſhould 
bepartakers, poſtiog alſo out of the Church, 
as it were fro-a play or-may game, as though 
you ſuppoſed;thatno more reucrenceſhould 
beſhewed there than in other places, or.thar 
ſomepartc of diuine ſcruice belonged vnto 
youand not other. ſome, whereas 10 trueth 
youought to be alike partakers of the whole. 
And how ſhould wee looke forany goodnes 
wherethis that is the ſecede of (inne, and the 
nurſcofall abominations ſwayetb ſo much? 
Surely when men haue once caſt Gods lawe 
behind their backes, and haue it not in deede 
ina high and reucred regard, what can there 
bee to reſtraine chem from evil? or to direft 
them ingood? Nay what ſhall notthen bee 
right and lawfull, though indcede it bee ne-+ 
ucr {o corrupt and vile. From this therfore, as 
froma ſtreame and fountaine of filthinefle, 
| haue flowed all yapr othes, particular tranſ- 
greſsions, as firſt for cxample your ſwearing 
and curſing:by the firſt blaſpheming of Gods 
namegpd haling down wrath and yengeace 
from &@ Lord vpon your ſclues,your wives, 
children, familic, fricads, yca all the _ 
& an 
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and cattle that yow-hauc and poſleſle, for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltlefle that alter 
his.name in yaine;:and ſure wee arethatthe 
plague of God ſhal notdepart fromthe houſe 
of the ſwearer : as alſo:wee may perceive by 
the ligne of the flying booke mentianed Zas 
char. 5. in-which were contained (curſes a» 
gainſt cucry one that ſweareths; whavalſo 
ſhould be cut offas wel o0n-this {ideasonthat: 
yea thatthis iudgement ſhould enter into;and 
remainein the midſt of ſuch ſwerers bouſes, 
and ſhould conſume the ſame: with the'tim- 
ber thereof,and ſtones:thereof. And'byrthe 
ſecond nor onely teſtifying the malice and 
madacs of your owne hates, againſt men and 
other creatures of G OD, vpon which you 
| powre out the poyſon of your mindes and) 
mouthes, but drawing iniquitic with the: 
cordes of yanitie, and ſfinne as it were 'with' 
cart ropes, that ſo that might bee fulfilled in: 
you,that in the book of Pſalmes is ſpoken ot. 
the notorious wicked, As heclouedcurfing, 
ſo ſball it come yato him,and as he loved nor 
bleſsing ſo ſball it be fatre-from hias ; and as 
hee clorhed himſelte,with curſing like a ray- 
ment, ſo ſhall it come into his bowels like 
Water, and like oylc into his: bones. And by 
E 2 both 
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bottefchemdefilingmneatre-bouc you,and 
polliffing'the cantly beocath you, with' the 
cteaturesthereupon, yew by your bad exam- 
ples 4nfefting and-corrupting your wiues, 
children; ſeruants, and all that haue any con- 
ucr{ation oracquaintance with you,who ha- 
ning nothing to learne- from you: bur that 
whietviscuill, will1n che pronenefle of their 
owheneture to-naughtineſle, calily treade in 
your bad ſteps, and much more cafily reſem- 
ble you 4n"corcuprion, than other 'men in 
goodnes, by how much you doc more nigh- 
ly and ſtraightly by many waics touch them 
than others. And as for your owne idlenes, 
and the bad bringing vp of your youth and 
children, both ſonnes and daughters, it is pi- 
tifull ro beholde, and I cantor withoutgreat 
gricteof heart, thinke or ſpeake of it: whata 
ſhame before men, nay indcede what (inne is 
it before God, to ſecamongſt you daylabou- 
rers and-men of manual occupations (who 
accotding to Gods ordinance,and his juſt pu- 
niſhmentvponthem for finne, ſhuld eattheir 
breadin the {weate of their browes, and get 
itas wee ſay wichtheirfingers endes) haunt 
and: ttequnent alchouſes, ſpending there not 
oncly:Houres, but daycs, and inthar os Wy 
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fidesrthe negteft of theiceallings; bywhich 
they ſhonld maintaine thirblelpenand theirs, 
walting that alſo whiththey bauegorttn, 8c 
Quld be as the reward of their honeſt:labors; 
ſo the necefſary and-necdfull reliefe ob their 
wiues, children, andother-at. homezwhere 
they ſhould rather ſpen&'ic in deede;rothe in» 
creaſe.of:mutuall :comforre amongſtzhem- 
ſclues;than yponthe:ſonnes of Betiall,; and 
wicked-and lewd perſons 1n thoferhouſes of 
vnthritrines,yea forme of them of diſhoneſty? 
Now. for your-youth,;is it not lamewable 
toſceboies and girles;1af reon, twelue, yea 
afourtecne yeares -of:age, and many 'vnder 
the(c.yearesalſo, to dwarmeinyourditeeres, 
andto mnne.yp and dowoedatlyinmire and 
dirgboth wearing out cheivſhooes;and ſpay- 
ling their-apparell,,andhat without laying 
cheirhahds ro arnyhoneſtlabouts roger iome 
thing towardstbeit yiamrenanceandrelicie? 
Yeaandhfome'of them![-feare me that follow 
nor thivhadcade, wore occupied by much, 
j pilforigg; breaking) of hedges, leataingro 
lie, ſwearc; and make noconcſicnce- of: anic 
fimic.Andas forthole tew'that you ſeeme to 
pur tevlearning! , /1f-you-coptider the- places 


whictiertheygor; che perſons)to whome (I 
EZ need 
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needemot witli this,*for you knowe 
whar] meanc)and rhe fmall-profite they rake 
chereby, ir-were almoftas {mall atranſgreſsi- 
on 'betore God and men, tolct chem line idly 
with the reſt,” as to'traine:them vp in forte as 
they are:::God hath gracioufly:prouided' far 
barecrfor, you, it: you coulde cither;fee ror 
hauecate and conſcience to vſc it well;!: As 
for your-ſelues, you:hauc: long 'agoe done 
what/you-conld to put religion from'/you,by 
offcringinot onely mamfold ynkindaefles'to 
rheperfonschar offered ityntoyou, burcon- 
cetmptto the cracth ir-ſclte;iand yerrhough it 
be full ſoreagainſt yourwiltes,t is by:hono- 
Table andbrhers,andhbfe that loueyou,and 
carctorvou-more thantyour ſclues, 'vpbelde 
ſtill,' And now 'whatgoc you abour, namely 
tobanifh learning from!yowandyours? Per- 
haps you will thinkirahardcharge;but ſure- 
ly it appeareth.not unely bythis,thatyou ſuf- 
ter your {choolehoule; _—_— appointed 
for rhegood bringirigvp of youryouth,'to 
pocwtoulcdecay; burhaueno regarde atall 
4a manner tharthey: might/attaineto ſome 
good meaſure of knowledgein humanelear- 
ning, whac wilt bee'the iſſue conſider: ina 
word; "@ontcmpr ofthe worde caniertiwith 
199 4 it 


italwatesall maner oticanlenite andlackeiaf 
knowledge; breedethall barbarouſnes: and 
rheri-whatcan you look for,but cuento/hauc 
thar tulfiled in you, thar the ſcriprure: ſpea- 
keth of arebellious and ftitnccked people, E- 
phraim ſhall cate vp Manaflch, and Manaſfſch 
Ephraicm; and ſo yowtobecome aſauageand 
wilde pcople deuoid ofipierie,charitie,religi- 
on, rightoouſnefſc, louejScc. andfalled with 
al: manner of vngodlinesand finne, to'which 
as ſeemerh'to. me - by yout crooked paths;yo u 
haue made more thanpoſt hate ks Ko 
though.God by many ctolſes.and loſſes laide 
vponyouand yours; labortoſtayyouthere- 
trom,andparcicularly harh plagued almoſt al 
of: you, wich:grcat:and/grieuous'pouertie, 
(more: T-am- ſure than.many of you will bee 
knowneot) ſo that(ſome tew of you excep- 
ted) you line for the moſt parr by ſhitring, if 
not vahoneſt deuiſes and trades: yeryou will 
nor-ſcethe hand har ſtrikerh you with bey- 

.gerie asit were, /and contempt for your idle- 

-nes and carcleſnes,and ſo turne vmo him,bur 

ſhitting ir-trom your ſelues ynto others,vn- 
iwultly. layerhe fault vponthole that in manie 
reſpes haue been buttoobountifull and be- 

ncficialymo you and yours. And yet4 would 
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encnfcom hola of my heart,if GOD 
ſaw it{a good, that! your iniquiticand{inne 
had.ſtaied:here, and-bad not procecdedfur- 
cher; Bacfurely it is farce otherwiſe with you: 
foras the;godlythozow the-light-ot:God his 
tcuth, add the powertnl working of bus bleſ- 
ſed ſpirite, arc mighriliecariced fromitairh to 
4aith;8 tro one good;work to an other;foare 
you io daans mlice againſt you; and, the 
ſtrength of your owne corruption; violenily 
:harried from onetranſgreſsianto:another c- 
uill, chatſb.that maybe -rruc in youy; rhatthe: 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh.: 3The; wicked muſt-waxe 
worſe and-worle; and filling vp themeaſure 
of their: tranſgreſsions, [bee at the laſt ouer- 
whelmed- with his-moſt- fcarctu}l and iuſt 
zudgements. VV hatiſhall I ſay of:yourcxceſ- 
liuedrinkiog, abuſing thercin andthorewith 
thatand.many other his good creatures, gt- 
ucnyou-:fomeumes tor neceſsitie eſpecially, 
and ſoine tumes fordelightalſo ; I'copfelle? 
yea, 1sit not written jn many of yourtaces 
and torehcads , ſothat hee that regarderh but 
the-rednes of your'cycs,, the: heate of. your 
countenances , the; ſwelling of your vaincs, 
and,fundry ſuch other outward fignes of in- 
{KCaIpgrancie, might with ſmall adoepoyntc 
1% an 
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and painteout,wharmanner of men you arez 
and a$if-it were with gtcat capicall leners 
written in-yout forehcads; foasbeo thatrun- 
neth may.ceadec the:famrafevarid behold bou- 
ling and quaffingowriiteuthorein2 oAnd:yer 
herein istbis your ſtnne amangſi others, hee 
come exceedingly ſinfull;'that: many.bt you 
leave your owne hauſtsandga vp:8fidown 
to other places fotRrangdrinkedandabrnþa» 
ny,and not contented nhÞtewirh;ybudtlight 
rodrawechbers fromitawnes and places'a> 
broad avd xaunde about you, tobepartakers 
with. you of the ſelfefathe iniquuicaridthar 
notonely ypobyour'markg: aud taye;dtics, 
andrimcsof refott,burghen vypdn onkiedaics 
of the-weeke,yea vpdnehe Lords day'iedblle, 
wherein you are {o-farre-off from [wichſtan- 
ding.euillthat vor 0n60k you yet. foxought 


I keowe, bath been toundeitherzo'reprefic 
this foule-yice of gand 1869 10 


your-ſelucs , or x fhue- your dbortsagainſt 
themthat fall intorior and excefie.thatway. 
Addeyato theſethe adalteries;mboredomes 
and fcareful] fikhineſlesthat haue hetetofore, 
anddayliedoefallom amongſt yog,andiheh 
you ſhall ſee alſo, wherher God haye cauſe» 
Icſlic trickep you,with chis and-otheraudge- 
ments: 


© 


7 
ments: or/whether/you haue :not-indeede 


: cauſg for the fame ; 'vnfeinedly and 


- ſpeedily tohumbleyour-ſclues leaſt: other- 


wiſe thewrath begun; proccede and breake 
forth;/to an vuerwaſtingof you and yours. 
For your ſecrerfinnes that way, I will ſay no- 
ching; burtleauethemco God tro whome they 
areboſtknowne, and to-your owne hearts, 
whickdſhould bee touched with a godly ſor- 
rowforthem,-andforyoor other iniquities 
likevfe Conſideralictle I pray yon of your 
open trapfgreſxions, and-waigh chem tor a- 
meridinent of life} Ditters bt your dayghters 
ant inajdfernans;,hawebeene in formertiine 
ſhametully. defiled; . Your-ſornes 


aodbrhcr of your tamilies, hauc beenthe au- 


-thorsand the forgot thisgricuous villame, 


»wheren alſo fundry-of them!ihanue growne 
ro this:ſhameleſneſſe invheir finne, tharthey 
thagegonewichoutſtrerched necks;and:bra- 
br =—2eny isthough they had done none 
riGatall. Your rowne by this mernes 


rooninch 1mpoucriſhed alreadic, hath beene 


zed with the' keeping of a- -baſtardlyc 
;. belide other foule inconueniences 


be 


LE tharhave followed & flowen fron this grie- 
-"mgus cratifpreſsion;: Forreckon 'vp-the reſt 


oY of 
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\ of youriniquittes w 
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by theſelabwirio leagtd;ts loch, ole; 
them;andallthe other whatſocuer, 8 fc 

ly and fpeedily-ro rurne:ynto che: 
podonbrbur you ſhall find hone 
the Lord rhere is mercie;tharhemayds 

red. Otherwiſe, know andaſſure elves, 
that if: thorowe thepleafuresgot finne-which 


indure burfor a while, your hearts ſhall bee 


hardened, and you: either putithe cuill day 
farre from you, or do:not with ſpeede turne 
ynto God,in a holy canuerſation and amend- 


ment of life, you and yours ſhall both/feele 


the hande of God purſuing you inthis life, 


and eternally periſh in that which isto come. 
Good and bad are this day propounded vatg 
yous' andthe way of..life ahd deathfet before 


youreyes, Looke well ta ir,and beware that _ 


the Lord hauenoriuſtoctaſionthotow your 


carcleſeſſe and copexptaf his mtg p ths 5 


Thy defiructon, O Trail is. of thy:ſe 


knowehat the waies.and.zhe workesbf + of 


mans life; are nora His Edd oi 
er, but that it is God that worketh in _—_ 
the will and the deed according to 
ood pleaſure. Notwithſtanding,” 
Fath becne ſo gracious to offer, leg 1 
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LTO1T H 
RABLE, AND HIS VERITE 

GOOD LL. SIR IOHN 'POPHAM 

Knight,Lord chiefe Iuſtice of En , andSir 

William Periam Knight, Lord chiefe Barou 
of her eMazeFies Court of Exchequer, 
T.W.hartity wiſheth the abundant 
riches of al Gods mercies in this bife, 


eternal bleſvedne: im that 
which is to come the- 
row Chri/t. 


. 
<4 


ILSS) my 1 foubt not ( my good 
te ES Lords )but that you hane ere this 
| jT | SY beard of the feareful and lamen- 
LESS Y| table fire that in September la# 
=lght von the towne of VV 00- 
burne,jn the countie of Bedford, and amfullic 


| perſmaded , that according to the meaſure of + 


heauenly wifſedome,that God hath vouchſaued 
to you both, you hae madeſpirituall profit not 
only thereof but of ſundry other ſuch like indg- 
ments paſt alreadie, in diners quarters of our 


ingdom andinlþ eared;tht hereafter 


| | 
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fall out ppm vs for our ſintnes : jet becauſe the 
particulgyizies of that puniſoment are nit þo 
* wel andcerxyainlly kndwne as were mecte gen, 
minds are fo Various, and fame increaſeth by 
going, 45 wee ſay im the Prouerbe, beſides that 
exen in thaſe-things, likewiſe there is a trueth 
Ft tobe Unditi odd, & diſo becauſe the genes 
ralitie of men,either ſee thens nat, becauſe they 
are blind,or ets bee amazed at the for a while, | 
becauſe they have no farther inſight, br «le 
make not rood w/e of them, beraute they are of 
careleſſe hearts,T haue thought it fit,and that 
Unaer your Lordaſp;ppes protections, ardwith 
yonr good acceptation alfo T tru#t, to publiſhe 
thos n] 4 ſhort, yet @ true narration of that ji- 
tifull pettacle,and therewithall, ſome meaita- 
tions of mine owne concerning that matter 
begunne within a daye or two after the afore- 
named fire it ſelfe, and fin1ſned in howe ſport 4 
ſpace I will nas write, leait T might feeme to 
weunt., In regard of the matter! bane aimed 
at nothing but this, that the trueth it ſelfe be- 
ing laide open, 41d /ame obſeruations made 
thereupon, men might bee lead by the hanae to 
make ſome profitable wſe of it , they "Y 
drawne on to repentance for that which paſh, | 


and carefully to looke to themelues for thas. 


| DEDICATORIE 
which is to come, (eaſt otherwiſe the flame of 
Gods wrath ſhould break forth rakes arainſt: 

vs, 4yd that to our viter waſting ad acſtru- 

tion.. For the manner obſerned in this dife: 


coarſe, it is not ſo methodical 1 confeſſe;as uf 


ſrouldbe:but the reaſon thereof was the /adain 
feare and great griefe, that I conceiued vpon 
the very viewe and ſight of the ruines it had 
made,all making me vnfit indeed for that pre« 
ſent, eſpeciallie for matter or manner tohan« 
Uluch a ſubiect,as it onrht, both the one and 
the other then tooke ſuch a dgepe impreſcion: 
in me,and that is the reaſon aiſs and nothing 
elſe 1 aſſure youywhy I ſeeme as it were ſo con 
fuſedly to dealein the cauſe, for how can adife 
tempered mind ve fit, eſpecially in methode to, 
propound any matter, ſith that to the orderiie 
delinerie of thinzes, there ""/o pece/ſaitie 
concurre 4 quiet hart,and aftaieafe( t ow- 
beit this 1 dare notwith{lzping proteſt, that 
for the bodie of the treaire, there is init no+. 
thing unſound or vntertaine, and therefore 
in that reſpett may the more ſafely bereceined. 
Asfor the reaſons leading me topreſent this 
little labour to your Lordſbips,thongh they bee 
many & the ſame waightic alſo, yet take them 
 Theſeechyous in 4 wore 45 it were, T ou hatte 
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 vonchſained me ſundry honorable fauours, and 
- # would pot willingly ſeeme or be thought, ei 
" ther unmindafull of them, or vnthankefull fer 
| theminany dutie that God harh or ſvalbeplea. 
ſed to inable me toperforme. T ou execute the 
tuF#ice ofthe land nay which s moxe,the verie 
* ruftice of God himſelfe,cuen deriued from him- 
felfe by her M aieſties holy hand and power. 
How fit therefore it is, that his ex ample ſnould 
bee ſet before you, wheſe perſon you doe 1n ſome 
ſort beare, and whoſe iudgement alſo you exe- 
cute iy your functions; that ſo you might in 
your places tread alſo in ſome good meaſure in 
bis pathes, your ſelues can more wiſely inder, 
than 1 am able to relate. Touboth profeſſe the 
boly gopel of Chriſt, «nd may in ſome /ort and 
ſenſe be reckoned amonc# them, that mournt 
for your. omne /innes, and for the tranſare/- 
ſions 0 nd alſo. How meet it ts, that you 
and others with you ſould ſer,that you hawe not 
taken wp this lamentation without cauſe » 4s 
wel for that which is paſt & preſentzas for that 
which is feared to come, But I will repreſſe my 
felft in theſt thinges, and will not ceaſe accor- 
ding to all the graces that I hawe receinedfro 
God,to conmmed theſe _ into bis moſt mer- 
\, Ofulbands,whoonly worketh wonderful gre 
oth, 


OS, 


- py « 


DEBICATORIE, _ 
both in heaven and in earth, that ſo turning 
vsfrom ouy ewil mates unto himſelfe,and knit 
ting our barts daily more and more unto him, 
wee may haue aſſured hope of the bettering of 
our eftate in this life according to his owne 
good pleaſure, or at the leaſt of the eaerlaſting 
[auing of our ſoules, notwithi#anding all the 
troubles axd turmoiles that may fal out in the 
world. T be Lord alwaies and is all things al- 
þ direet your Lorfpips both by hisholyſpirite, 
and untill the daye of Chriſt make perfe te in 
you all good works that hee hathbegun for the 
proſperttie of Sion, or the commoattie of the 

common weatth, to his glorie, and your 
euerlaiting comforte thorowe 
Chriſt. London the 1. of 
RNoxember, 


I 595: 


Your Lordſhips bounden and readie euerin Teſus 
Chriſt, Tho#1lcocks, the Lords ynworthic, 


17% | AST Mz: 
Aſhortnarration of the feare- 
full fire; that fell in the towne of 
PF oobarne,inthe Countie of Beg-... 
| ford,on Satxrdaie, the 13.of 

Septhmber Iait. _ 
"TIS | 
Lord Teſus begin and make an end. 


"JEN; brethien and fa- 
cthers, yea & whoſoe- 
uct amongſt you tru- 
| ly fearcth God, vnfai. 
Tnedly loucth hislawe, 
ltedtaſtlye | belecuerh 
| his promiſes, and fin- 
= = ccrely obcicrh his wil 

to you,andto cuery one of you, lay, arethe 
words of trueth, and exhortation following 


againſt any, for I wiſh & would labonr your 
good generally , and eſpecially the ſaluatian 
, of 


direted : not of a hareftill heartT aſſure yOu 


? 
10 


of your ſouls, as minc owne: nor yetof vi] © 


minde — _ _- cauſes,with the 
negle@ o ong to my lelfe;for 
know itto bee diſplealing before God, and 
ynprofitable to my ſelte,but of an earneſt de- 
fire in chriſtian charitic,by al meancs}awful, 
and tbat according to my viermoſt abilitie, 
toafſay todoc good ynto athers,as vnto mine 
owne ſoule,and to labour what I can,the (et. 
ting forth of his glory sthat hath createdy; 
andplaced vs in this worlde, for that ſpecial 
cnd and purpolc, that ſo atthe laſt alſo, afer 
we haucalictle glorified him here,we might 
thorough His mercie,and Chriſts merites,ob- 
tainerhe fruition of cuerlaſtiog life , andthe 
immorrall glorification of our bodies and 
ſoules,in that great and laſt day. Vherein,i 
cither thorow the vncleancnes of my heart, 
or the pollution of my hands,or thorow any 
other weakenes or want in mee, or of mee, 
ſhall mifle of my purpoſe : or clſe thorow the 
careleſnefſe,contempr,or any other corrupt 
on bcſiides, of thoſe into whoſc hands this 
recatiſe ſhall come,cheſe poore labors ſhal not 
ſorkthele deſired effeAts, I ſhall tor minc own 
and their tranſgreſsions(which arc lettes and 


hinderances to ſo worthic a worke) mourne gat 


_ 


| Ir 
| my ſoule in ſecrer,ro ſee or heare the hand 
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ot God come forth ſo heauilie againſt ys for 
our{iones, and yet I ſhall againe comfort my 
ſelfe,as well as I can,not onely inthis of hea- 
then men, that 1n great and hard matrers to 
havea will is ſufficient, bur eſpecially in thar 

auenly ſpeech of the holy apoſtle,that God 
(ifthere be firſt a willing & cheerefull mind) 
xcepterh vs according to that wee baue, and 
ootaccording to that we haue not:this being 
dwaics provided alſo, that that good, whe- 
therit bee of aftetion,or of ation,that wee 
have,we haue from him, who worketh in vs 
boththe will and the deede, accordingto his 
own good pleaſure and therefore will accept 
tin vs,as his own good worke,notwithſtan.. 
ding our imperfefions and detefts cleauing 
thereto, 

What a fearcfull fire fell in the ctowne of 
Wwburneinthe Countic of Bedford, on Sa- 
turday, as they call it, the thirteenth of Sep- 
tember laſt paſt , ſundric of the people there 
ſlo their extreame loſſes, yea vtter yndoo- 
op, diuers did behold to their great griete, 
and many hauec heard of, cucn to the ſorrow 
of their hearts. This was ſo much the more 
amentable, not onely becauſc A | 

ic 
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drichouſes,8 baies of building, tothenug 
ber as I take it, of ſome hundred and thinig, 


one with another ſuch as they were,ofdwel.l 


linghowſcs,and out boulcs,as barnes;ſtables 
houels.and ſuch like, but alſo becauſcit con. 
ſumed whatſocuer ſtore was laide vpin the 
ſame, as cornc, hey, wood, ferne,and (uchs. 
cher like prouiſton,for man and for beaſt, tg 
the backeand the bellie, ro bake and to bry 
with,and for ſuch other both necefſarievrk, 
and proficable maintepance: yea (which my 
adde to & increaſe the pitifulnes of the ſhec- 
tacle, and the very matter of the oarrationu 
ſclte)not ovly many things within the bouſg 
beingalmolt viteriy (poyled, broken to pee+ 
ces and conſumed, as tables, ſtooles, bediteds, 
waiaſcor, prelles, glatſe in the windowes, 
pon braſle, copper, leather, and ſuch like, 

ut, cucn ot that which was caried into the 
ſtrectes to lauc ir,if it might be, ſro the force 
of the fire,as linncn, bedding, platters, diſhes 
kettles,mmuch ſtolen away, and ſundrie ſorts 
of warc,ot thetraders ot the towoe, as frils 
durance,ſheewes,and ſuch like, putloyned& 
imbeſcled. By meancs whereof it commeth 
to pale, that the molt of them are orcatlie 


wore 


—— 


welkencd, as ia reſpect of that poore clay 
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wotldly,which before they enioyed,yeathat 
diners of chem having their ſtore and proui- 
fon conſumed, and as ic were caten vÞ with 
theflame of the fire, hardly haue for thefelues, 
their wines, children, and ſeruants,breade to- 
laks hunger,drinke to coole thasſt, wood to 
warme ther with all,or houſes co hidegheir 
heads in , I will not ſay conuenient (forthat 
were a great merciein this indgement) but 
not ſuch as ouer head, are able to keepe out 
theraine, ſnow, and other moyſturetharfal- 
kth fro heaucn, or on rhe fides to beate backg 
the boyſterous windes,and cold ayre,this in- 
deede being rather wrought, by the indiſcre- 
tionor,cage of ſome, that came into ſuccor 


od helpethcir diſtreſſe, by burſting inÞecces 


thetles of the houſe, and breaking downe 
wales, windowes, glaſle,and all (and yetno 
doubrof it,menrt to doe thcir beſt indeyours, 
brayde and rclicfe) than by the yiolcace or 
rehemencic of the fire. 

' Many I doubt not, are greatly egar, and 
greedicas it were, to heare of, andto vnder- 
fandthe meane whereby this muſcrable fire, 
and fearefull lame was inkindled: which dee 


 freof theirs,as I cannot miſlike,if it bee free 
tom new tapglednes and curioficic,and hauc 


— Is 
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theirowne : as alſo that God renealeth ne 


the ſinncs ofthe people vmto his fairbfil ſer. 
uants the Prophets by the baltes,I thinkyoy 
would,or-at the lcalt I am ſure youſhouldhe 
of-inother mind. To reckon vpallthepar, 
ticulars were barde and1mpoſsible,'far who 
canynderſtande his taultes? And yer ootto 
laydawne fome, wereto faule in the iuſtifify. 
ingot the cbarge, which were vaiuſt, andto 
letyoualone in your1njquities, which ſhuld 
be vpchariwablc. This therefore I-lay, thats: 
moaglt the infinite and/ innumerable ſinnes 
of yourſoulcs, there are ſome particularsthir 
hauc becnse and are-moſtodious before God, 
and moſtapparantin theview of the world, 

&'which. Ireckon/in the firſt place? 
fearctull-comemprotgodlines inthe moſtof 
you; and @ great azid -grietious -carcleſnefle 
rhereof cecn in the beſt, How often and long 
hath(God ſpoken: vato you, by the pubbke 
minjſterigat bis wordeyinthe holyexcreiles 
of praycy;preaching,admigilirauon and pat- 
ticipatiph ot his bleſſed, ſacraments 4:11 you 
could; have ſcene your happipts inthat. be: 
halfe, both tor the length of them,& thegr:: 


ccs of the men that God viſed as meanes to 


publiſh hisiructh yaro you,your tauorsboid 


mm ww XÞ| T 23> Xo OY CU ET EEE I TEEN 


ATT DTTSTSCRT=EATCECTT cos 


— 
— -  -— 


65 
waies not farre inferiorto any congregation 
ofthe land, and intheſe reſpects indeede po- 
ing before many it had beene well: buthow 
lixle you -hane profited by them, nay howe 
carelelly-you hane heard them, & how -cold- 
ly you hauc frequehted them, your groffc ig- 
norance in the grounds of Chriſtian religion 
ſheweth the firſt, fewe or none of you being 
able to render a reafor thereof, co themthar 
ſhall aske you,8 your {leeping in the church, 
talking one with another , and turning'of 
your bookes there, and yiing ot your owne 
priuate deuotions of prayers in. the time of 
publikepreaching 8 prayer,agrieuoustran(- 
grelsion nodoubr proucth the ſecond: and 
your dayly and continuall abſence therfrom, 
and ſpecially ypon the Lordes day rhea lying 
inyour beds, haunting of alchouſes, riding 
and going abroad for your worldly affaires 
of pleaſure and profite maniteſterh the third. 
And how weary you are when yon are there 
lerthisreſtific: none preuent the time ofpub- 
like afſemblics, and ſome come in the midſt 
of yourexerciſes, tothe great diſturbance of 
the ſame, and others thar are there : and that 
ſome Again before the ſermons are finiſhed, 
oker {ome after the pagon made, and be- 
wn fo 


—— _ _————— 
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fore the ſinging of the Palme, and the yſuall 


blefsing ro bee pronounced depatte thence, 
wherot you as well as they that tarcie ſhould 
be partakers, poſting alſo out of the Church, 
as it were fro a play or may game, asthough 
you ſuppoſed,that no more reverence thould 
be ſhewed there than in other places, or that 
ſomepartc of diuine ſeruice belonged ynto 
youand not other ſomc, whereas 1n tructh 
youought to be alike partakers of the whole. 
And how ſhould wee looke forany goodnes 
where this that is the ſecede of finne, and the 
nurſeof all abominations ſwayeth ſo much? 
Surcly when men haue once caſt Gods lawe 
behind their backes, and hauc 1vnot in deede 
ina high and reuered regard, what can there 
bee to reſtraine chem from cuill ? or todireft 
them in good? Nay what ſhall notthen bee 
right and lawtull, chough indeede it bee ne+ 
ucr ſo corrupt and vile. From this therfore, as 
froma ſtreame and fountaine of filthinelle, 
hauc flowed all your othes, particular tranf- 
oreſsions, as firſt for example your ſwearing 
and curſing; by the firſt blaſpheming of Gods 
name,and haling down wrath and yengeace 
fromthe Lord vpon your (clues, your wiv, 
childrev, tamilie, friends, yea all the goodes 
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and cattle that you haug and poficiſt, for the 
Lord will noc- hokd bim guiltleſie thatraketh 
his vame jo:vaine; avd fure wee-are thar the 
lapuc of God ſhalnotdepart fromthe houſe 
of the ſwearer : as-alſo.-wee: may perceine by 
the figne of the flying booke mentioned'Za- 
char. 5. in which-were: contained. curſes: a+ 
inſt eucry one: that :{wearcth,, wha alſo 
ſhould be cut off as wel-on chis fide,asonthat: 
yeathatthis iudgementiſhould enceriioro,and 
remaincin the midſt at ſuch ſwerershoaſes, 
and ſhould conſume the-fame with the t1m- 
der thercof,and ſtones thereof. And by the 
ſecond not onely rcſtitying the. malice: and 
madnes of your owne harts, againſt men and 
| othercreatures of G O D, ypon which you 
powre out the poyſonof your mindes and 
monthes, but drawing, 1niquitic' with the 
cordes of vanitic, and 1inne as it were with 
cat ropes, that ſa that might bee tulfilled 1 
you;that in the book ot Plalmes is ſpoken of 
the notorious wicked, As hee loued curling, 
ſo ſhall it come vato himand as he loued nor 
bleſsing fo ſhall it be fatre from hit *'and as 
beeclothed himſelte with curfiog likea ray- 
ment, ſo ſhall it come imo his bowels hike 
watctsand like oyle intg-his bones. And by 
wy E 2 both 
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both of chem defiliog the aireaboue you;and | 
pollating the” carth 'bencathiyou, with the 
cteanires thereupon, yea by your bad exam- 
ples; infefting: and corrupting your wiucs, 
clitdren, ſeruants, and all chat haucanycon- 
ucrſatonor acquaintance with you, who ha. 
uing/nathing to learne from you but that 
which'iscuill, will in thepronenefle of their 
owne nature to naughtinelic, cally treade in 
your bad-ſteps, and muchmore callly reſem- 
ble you-1n corruption, than other men in 
goodnes, by bow much you doc more nigh- 
ly and ſtraightly by many waics touch them 
than others. And as for your owne idlencs, 
and the bad bringing vp of your youth and 
children, both ſonnes and daughers, it is pi- 
tifullto beholde, ard I cannot without great 
gricte of heart, thinke or ſpeake of ic; whata 
ſhame before men, nay indeede whar (inneis 
it before God, to ſceamongſt you day labou- 
rers and men of manuall occupations (who 
according to Gods ordinance,and bis iuſt pus 
miſhment ypon thera for ftane, ſhuld cattheir 
bread4n the ſweate of their browes, and get 
it as wee ſay with their fingers endes) haunt 
and frequent alchoules, ſpending there not 
oncly houres, but daycs, and in that cime _ 
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fides the neplet. of their callings, by which 
they ſhould maintaine-chemſelues and theirs, 
waltiog that alſo which they have gotren, 8& 
ſhald be as the reward of their honeſt labors, 
ſatheneceffary andncedfull relicfe of their 
wiucs, childreo, and-other:iat homes. where 
they ſhould rather ſpend it in deede, tothe 1n- 
creale.of:raunoalb comforte amongſt them- 
feloes;than yponthe: ſonnes of Belzall, and 
wicked: and. lewd perſons in thoſe houles of 
vothfiftines yea ſome of them of diſhoneſty? 
Now:for your:youth; is it not: lamentable 
toſceboiesand girlcs, :of renne; twelue, yea 
atourtecne yeares of age, and many vnder 
theſe ycarcs alſo, ;ta ſwartcin your {treetes, 
anilto:mone vp and downe datly.io mire and 
dir,both: wearing om rheirfhencs;and ſpoy- 
ling their apparell, and that wjcbbut laying 
thait handsto any hoacit jabdnt roger ſome 
thibg-to wards their njaimenanceand relictc? 
Yeaandſome of them Tfeare me that follow 
not this bad trade, worſe occupicd by much, 
10 pittering; breaktog; of hedges, learning to 
lie-ſweare, and make no conclicnce. of anie 
tonic And as for thoſe cw that.you ſeeme to 
purreoluarning', 1f you coolider the.places 


neede not anicilarite this, for you knowe 
whatt imnnc)and the nal} profirei they rake 
therebygir were almoftas {mall atranſgreſi. 
on betore God and men;to let them liut idly 
with cherelſt, as to trainc them pin forte as 
they arc.>:God hath: grabioufly praitided far 
better fot ybu; 1t you coulde exher (ce itor 
hauc cate and contciencetdivic itwoll. As 
tor your ſelacs, you have long agoc, done 
what you could to put religion: from: 
offering'nor oncly manifold ynkindatfles to 
the perſonschat offered itvmto.yous fur con. 
remotto-rhs rruceh it>ſcite, aid yer thought 
be tull ſoreagainſt, yout willes,it is byhono- 
rable,andorhers;and.thoſerhat loucyou,and 
care for'ivou move = your fclues,. vphelde 


ſtyl: paeyou about, namely 
ro Lon gHOY tromyotrand yours ? Per: 
baps'yau F rrut berreree ſure- 


ly-it appeaccrh not = by-chis,chat you ſub 
ter _ - ſehooletee the ace appointed 
for the goad bringing vp of your youth, to 
goe roifoule decay, but hauc no regarde at 

19a manner tharthey might attaineto-ſome 
good meafare of. knowledge t a humanelea 
ning;whac will dee the itlne conlideriing 
word. Coutcmpr ofthe worde caticth wi 


vs 

talwaics all maner: otimpietie : andlackeof 
knowledge, breedeth all barbarouſnes.: and 
then what can you look for, but euen to haue 
that-tulfilled in you, that the ſctipture'ſpea+ 
kcth of a rebellious and: ſtifnecked people, E- 
phraim ſhall cate vp-Manaflch, and Manafſch 
Ephraim, and fo yonto become a ſauage and 
wildepcople deuoid of pictie,charitiegreligi- 
on; rightcouſnele, louc, &c. and filled with 
all manner of vngodlinesand finne; to which 
as feemeth to me by youricrooked paths,you 
haue made more than poſthaſlte already. And 
though God by many crolles and. lotfeslaide 
vpon you and yours; labor.toftay youthere- 
trom,and particularly hath plagued-almoſt al 
of you, with great and grieuous pouentie, 
(mote'I am ſure than many of you will bee 
knowne ot) ſothat (fome tew of you excep- 
ted) you line for the moſt part by fhitring, if 
norvnhoneſt deuiſes and-trades: yet you will 
not ſcethe hand thar ſtriketh you-with bey- 
gerie as it were, and contempt for your idle- 
nes and careleſnes,and'ſo turne vnro him,bur 
ſhifting i from your ſclues-voto others,vn- 
iuſtly - aye the fault vpon choſe thar in manic 
reſpefs hauc been bur too bouncifull and be. 
beficia) veco you and yours. And yer] would 
Dis E , cuct1 


faw it ſo: good, that 'your iniquitie and finne 
hadſtaied here, and had not proceeded fur. 
ther.Bur ſurely it isfarre otherwiſe with you: 
for aprhe godly thorow the light of God his 
truth, and the powertul workiog of his bleſ. 
ſed (piruc, are mightihe caried trom faithta 
faith,& tro one-good work to another,ſoare 
yow in Sarans malice againſt you, and the 
ſtreogth of your awne corruption violently 
barried from onc tranſgre(sion to another c. 
uill, chazſothat miy be true in you, rhatthe 
Apoſtle {peaketh.:'The wicked muſt waxe 
warſcand worſe, and filling vpthe meaſure 
of their: trapſgreſ$ions, bee at the laſt over: 
whelmed with his' moſt fearctull and ivſt 
1ndgements. VV hat ſhall I ſay of your excel- 
hue dripking, abuſiogtherein and4herewith 
thatand many other his good creatures, gi- 
neo you ſometimes for neceſsitic elpecially, 
and ſome times for delight alſo , I confeſſe? 
yea, 4sit not written in maoy of. your faces 
and torchcads, ſothat hce that regardeth but 
rhe redncs of your cycs , the heate of your 
countenances, the ſwelling of your vaines, 
and ſundry ſuch other outward fignes of 10- 
tcniperancie, night with ſmall a doc poynte 
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encn fromthe botrome of my heart,if GOD: | ; 


| zndpainte out, wharmanner of menyouare} 
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2nd as if it were with; great capirall-letters 
written in your foreheads, ſoas hee thatrun« 
neth may reade the ſameyſee and behold boys 
ling and quaffing- written thercin? - And yer 
herein is this your finne amongſt others, be. 
come exceedingly ſintull,: that many of you 
kauc. your owne houſes,and go vp & down 
toother places for ſtrong drinke and. compa» 
ny,and not contented therewith, youdelight 
todrawe others from: townes and places a- 


broad and rounde about you, to be partakers 


with you of the (elfec ſarne iniquitic,andthar 


not onely vpon your market and: fayre daies, 
and times of reſort,bur euen ypon ather daics 
of the weekezyea yponthe Lords day itfſelfe, 
whercin you arc ſo farre off from withſtan- 
ding euill,that not one of you yet- for oughe 
I knowe, hath been tound cither to' repreſſe 
thus fonle vice of quatfiog and drunkennes in 
your {clues , or toſtiur: your doares againſt 
them that fall inta riotand exceſle that way. 
Adde ynto theſe,the adulteries; whoredomes 
and fearefull filthinefles that hauc heretofore, 
and dayliedoe fall out amongſt you, and then 
you ſhall ſee alſo, whether God .hane cauſe- 
leſlie fricken you,with this and other tudges 
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ments ©'or PERLA, baue not indeede 
good cauſe for-the fame , vntcinedly. and 
ſpecdily to: humble your ſclucs leaſt ocher, 
wiſe the wrath begua;-procecde and breaks 
forth; to an vacr waſting of you and your, 
For your-ſccrer finney that way, I will (ay no. 
thiog;burkcauctheniad God ro whomethey 
arebeſt knowne;: ay&to-your owne hear, 
which ſliould bee rquched.awith a godly (or. 
row'for them, and for your other iniquitic | 
likewiſe. Confideratiwde:I:pray.yoo of you 
opcistranfpreſs;oog, and axaigh them for 
mendmecnt of hte.» Divers of your daughte; 
and maid{ctuams;bhanebeene in former time 
andotiare; fhametnlly:defited. Your lone 
andother of yout tamrhes,; hauc beentheau: 
thotsand theaFttors of this gricuous villanic, 
whercin'alfo ſundry of then-hauc grown 
to this ſhamelcfneſſe- in their finne, that they 
hagegorie with out-ſtretched necks,and biz 
ſen forcheads, as though they had done none 
' Iniquiticatall. Your rowne by this meroc: 
toomuch impourriſhbed alrcadic, hath beenc 
charged with the keeping of a+ baltardlye 
broode; befide other foule inconueniences 


charhans followed 8 flowen from this gne 
uousrcanſgreſgion,. To reckon vp chentht 
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Fjour'iniquities waa bee tot00todinug} 
grthefe Labour to learne,to/loth, arid golcaue 
hm;andallrheother whatſoever; & found- 
yard fpecdily to turne ynto the:Lorde;-and 
zdobbtburyou ſhall find fauor,foryetwith 
heLord there is mercie, that he may. bes fch- 
d:Otherwiſe,know and affure yourdchees, 
hat if:rhorowetheplcaſures of fiane:which 
ndure bur for awhile, your: hearts ſhall bee 
hardened, and you either pur the cuill day 
arre from you, or do not with ſpeede turne 
yato God,in a holy conuerſation and amend- 
ment of life, you and yours ſhall both feele 
the hande of God pytlſuing you in this life, 
and eternally periſh in that which isto come. 
Good and bad are this day propounded ynto 
you, and the way of life and death (ct before 
your eyes, Looke well to it, and beware that 
the Lord haue not iuſt occaſion thorow your 
arcleſelſe and contempt of bis trueth, to ſay, 
Thy deftry@on, O [ractl, is of thy ſelfe; I 
knowe that the waies. and the workes of a 
mans life, are notin his owne hands or pow- 
er, but that it is God that worketh in vs, both 
the will and the deed according to hisowne 


: 


ood pleaſure. Notwithſtanding, fith hee 
h beenc ſo gracious to offer, ler not ys be 


76; T 
ſpunterchiefſe as ro refuſe, leaſt otherwit | 
weptoaoke him to lift vp his hande agping | 
vs;and os (wearc that we ſhall notentering 
hiscteiaall reſt. And thar which inthe ſingle, 
gesof my foule,and in ſome particularbang, 
-$lay vmo yon, [ doc in the largenes of my 

Þ _— and wiſh vato the whole 
.z'c1 land;whoſepeace and proſperttic 
-2C |':.:T will pray for, &tro my vcr. - 

'e l [1:45 moſt (God aſsiſting me) 
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